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Making the ARC/PLC Choice  
for 2021

from Joe L. Outlaw and Bart L. Fischer 
Co-Directors of the Agricultural and Food Policy Center  

at Texas A&M University
Unlike previous commodity pro-

gram selections, this time you are 
making your commodity program 
choices before crops — other than 
wheat — have generally been plant-
ed. For both the one-time signup that 
covered 2014-2018 crop years in the 
2014 Farm Bill and the 2018 Farm 
Bill sign-up for the 2019 and 2020 
crop years, you knew considerably 
more about the crop than you do now. 
For example, it was clear during the 
2014 Farm Bill signup that sever-
al crops were guaranteed to trigger 
ARC county payments for the first 
couple of years of the farm bill at 
signup. For 2019, signup was after 
harvest so you naturally had a better 
idea of whether ARC would be in the 
money at least for 2019. 

What else is new this time? Well, 
for starters, harvest time futures 
prices are currently higher than they 
have been in eight years. Also new 
this sign-up, you are making a one-
year decision. Taking the pessimistic 
view, at least a bad choice won’t stay 
with you for multiple years. 

You have to make your ARC/PLC 
selections for each crop on each of 
your farms by March 15th. It’s very 
unlikely that any new information 
will be available by then, so you 
might as well figure out what you are 
going to do and get signed up.

So, what should you do? We aren’t 
in the business of telling you exactly 
what to do because, frankly, we don’t 
know what will end up being the best 
choice. We do have a decision aid avail-
able at www.afpc.tamu.edu where you 
can input your info and it will show 
you expected payments under as 
many different price scenarios as you 
want to look at. We also have students 
who will input your information for 
you and call you to discuss results. 
All you need to do is call 979.845.5913 
and ask for decision aid help.

At this point, the best we can do 
is provide you with a few things you 
should consider when making your 
choices. The most recent USDA and 
FAPRI price forecasts for the 2021/22 
marketing year would imply that 
PLC likely won’t trigger payments for 

continued on p. 5

Fields-of-Corn Photo Contest Grand Prize Winner 
Harvest 2020 | Macullum Steen
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CORNer Comments

David Gibson 
TCPB Executive Director
TCPA Exec. Vice President

Grande, Coastal Bend and Central 
Texas corn farmers, as many had al-
ready planted and had corn emerging 
or germinating. This was certain-
ly one for the record book and only 
heightens the rhetoric around cli-
mate change.

No one knows exactly what the fu-
ture holds, but we want to encourage 
producers to monitor all U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and state pro-
grams that are in place to help with 
those that have suffered losses due to 
the severe weather. We continually 
post updates on our website pertain-
ing to these types of programs.

With the new administration in 
Washington, both climate change 
and carbon credits are big items be-
ing talked about. Potentially with 
new laws, regulations or programs 
that will be developed that produc-
ers will either have to comply with or 
participate in.

Texas Corn Producers will be dis-
cussing this topic in our next board 
meeting. We will listen to policy mak-
ers, review documents being printed 
by groups trying to influence policy, 
and discuss ways we can investigate 
the ramifications of the potential pol-
icies for our producers. We feel we 
must have sound data in order to 
present what the impacts will be to 
our Texas corn producers. 

We encourage all producers to stay 
aware of these developments; and 
as the laws or rules are being dis-
cussed, to engage with policy makers 
on the impact they will have on your 
farm. We will be posting updates on 
all these activities on our website as 
they develop.

Stay up to date with the latest news for corn farmers by 
subscribing to Stalk Talk eNews at: www.TexasCorn.org

The severe cold that hit Texas 
caused losses for many of our Rio 

It’s 2021. Now months into this 
year, it seems like a decade ago we 
were just starting to hear about a 
virus originating overseas called the 
“coronavirus” and hearing detailed 
reports of the first cases in our coun-

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas

try – that quickly multiplied and left 
a devastating trail in its wake. Yet, 
here we are hopeful as we look at the 
year ahead with a glimmer of hope as 
case counts start to wane and vaccine 
availability becomes a reality. 

What we still have to face are the 
ramifications of a global pandemic 
and the havoc they wreaked on our 
economy. While agriculturists were 
declared essential workers, our in-
dustry was not immune to the im-
pacts of COVID-19. Fortunately, 
through relief packages there are 
some opportunities to alleviate the 
toll on our farm businesses.

Through efforts such as the Coro-
navirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP) and Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP), farmers can apply for 
the financial relief they need to get 
seed in the ground this spring.

Texas Corn Producers Board 
teamed up with Kansas Corn and 
Georgia Corn Growers to offer a 
virtual platform earlier this year to 
guide farmers through what they 

need to know about the developments 
from the latest COVID-19 relief pack-
age. Farmers had the opportunity to 
have a conversation with  Kala Jen-
kins and Beth Swanson with K-Coe 
Isom, a TCP corporate sponsor and 
one of the nation’s leading agricultur-
al firms specializing in financial mat-
ters, on January 20, 2021.

If you missed the opportunity to 
participate in this event live, you can 
watch the full recording on our web-
site at TexasCorn.org.

TCPB knows there has been new 
news at every corner, so it’s made 
an effort to provide the essentials of 
this information easily available to 
our farmers. Visit the COVID-19 Re-
sources page within the News tab of 
our website to easily access this lat-
est webinar, as well as a host of oth-
er resources that have been compiled 
throughout the pandemic.

Looking ahead, I hope as field prep 
work begins and the planters come 
out you have a safe season.
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The year ahead for corn markets
from Mark Welch, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Economist - Grain Marketing

Was it really just a year ago when 
the Prospective Planting report from 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) reported 97 million acres of 
corn in 2020? In the first estimates 
for the 2020/2021 marketing year 
in the May 2020 World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates, that 
planted area number combined with 
a record U.S. average corn yield of 
178.5 bushels per acre to drive the 
corn supply to 18 billion bushels. To-
tal use in an environment in which 
the world was still responding to 
and recovering from the global coro-
navirus pandemic was 14.8 billion 
bushels, leaving ending stocks of 3.3 
billion. That level of carryover to con-
sumption put the days of use on hand 
at the end of the marketing year at 
an 82-day supply, the highest stocks 
to use ratio since the early 1990s and 
the season average farm price the 
lowest since 2006/2007 (see Table 1).  

Prevented plantings, drought, and 
a ‘derecho’ wind event all combined 
to lower domestic supply. China be-
gan buying corn at unprecedented 
levels pushing U.S. corn exports to 
an all-time record. By the February 
WASDE, days of use on hand at the 
end of the marketing year had fallen 
to a 37.5 day-supply, below the criti-
cal 40-day threshold (see Figure 1). 
Nearby corn futures surpassed $5.00 
per bushel on the day USDA first re-
ported days on hand below 40 on Jan-
uary 12. The most recent estimate of 

the 2020/2021 
season average 
farm price for 
corn is $4.30. 

These factors 
set the stage for 
planning and 
planting the 
2021 corn crop. 
How do the fun-
damental influ-
ences of price 
shape up as 
we look ahead 
to the upcom-
ing marketing 
year?
SUPPLY

• Beginning stocks are down. 
This number alone lowers sup-
ply in the new crop year 400 
million bushels below a year 
ago.

• Imports are a very small com-
ponent of the U.S. corn market, 
only about 25 million bushels.

• Production is expected to be up 
on increased acres and a return 
to trend line yields. This acre-
age increase is tempered by 
tight stocks in other crops and 
the battle for acres from soy-
beans, wheat, cotton and sor-
ghum. 

DEMAND
• Domestic use is up on recovery 

from the pandemic in both the 
livestock and poultry sectors 

and fuel.
• Exports are forecast to remain 

steady. Demand from China 
for feed grains is likely to con-
tinue into the new marketing 
year, but with high prices and 
normal weather, look for export 
competition to increase from 
both the Black Sea region and 
South America. 

• Ending stocks could be up. More 
acres worldwide will expand the 
production possibility base. Of 
course, weather will be the ul-
timate determinant of how pro-
ductive those acres turn out to 
be and the degree to which sup-
ply outpaces demand, if at all. 

Days of use on hand at the end of 
the marketing year look to increase 
in the new marketing year but should 
stay relatively close to the 40-day lev-
el. If this plays out, look for continued 
price volatility. 

Short supplies and increased use 
in the old crop year have provid-
ed the highest corn prices in seven 
years. Many factors will unfold and 
combine to ultimately determine the 
price in the new crop year. Market-
ing in this variable, volatile environ-
ment can be difficult. No one knows 
what corn prices will be at any point 
in time. But we can gather informa-
tion around a few critical pieces of 
information that help with making a 
marketing decision: 1) how does the 
current pricing opportunity compare 
to your expected break even, and 2) 
how are events changing that influ-
ence the supply and demand balance. 

Table 1. USDA 2020/2021 corn supply & demand estimates 
and Welch’s 2021/2022 outlook

2020/21  
May 12, 2020

2020/21  
February 9, 2021 2021/2022

Planted Acres, mil 97.0 90.8 up

Yield, bu/ac 178.5 172.0 up

Total Supply, mil bu 18,118 16,127 up

Domestic Use 12,650 12,025 up

Exports 2,150 2,600 steady

Total Use, mil bu 14,800 14,625 up

Ending Stocks, mil bu 3,318 1,502 up

Days of Use on Hand 81.8 37.5 up

SAFP,$/bu 3.20 4.30 down
Source: USDA, WASDE
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Figure 1. U.S. corn season average farm price & days of use on hand at the 
end of the marketing year, 2005/06-2019/20, 2020/21 Feb. estimate

Source: USDA, WASDE, 1/12/2021, days dropped below 
40 (38.9), the same day March corn closed above $5.00
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A note from the President...
 Association News

events, visit TexasCorn.org.
Resources from the workshops 

will also be made available online 
following the statewide events, in-
cluding a resource guide and work-
sheets.

This effort is made possible in 
part by a grant from the Southern 
Extension Risk Management Edu-
cation Center and with collabora-
tion of the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service.

In just a few steps, farmers can 
feel prepared in developing a suc-
cession plan that leaves a clear path 
of direction for the future of the leg-
acy they’ve built over decades.

exports to the country.
THIS IS ALARMING NEWS 

FOR CORN FARMERS ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY – particularly 
those of us in Texas. Our markets are 
deeply tied to exports to our neighbor-
ing country across the Rio Grande. 
While corn exports to Mexico have 
not been interrupted at this point, 
this is an imperative issue to work on 
for the country’s largest corn market 
– valued at $3 billion last year.

Our corn industry values the long-
standing, mutually beneficial trade 
ties we have built over many years 
with our Mexican neighbors – ties 
that were reaffirmed when our na-
tions and Canada ratified the Unit-
ed States-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA).

Texas Corn Producers Association 
(TCPA), as a part of U.S. Grains 
Council (USGC) and National Corn 
Growers Association (NCGA), is ac-
tively supporting conversation and 
engagement to prevent the potential 
market disruption. With its obvious 
geographic opportunities for Texas, 
the Mexican market is of vital im-
portance to corn farmers – impacting 
farmers and regional economies sig-
nificantly.

We value these longstanding, mu-
tually beneficial trade ties. Biotech-
nology, crop protection products and 
other innovations are essential tools 

that allow corn farmers to grow corn 
more sustainably and efficiently to 
provide a high quality, safe and af-
fordable product to our Mexican 
customers. A loss of this technology 
would set corn production back more 
than 20 years. 

USGC and NCGA, with the sup-
port of state affiliates such as TCPA, 
are continuing efforts to work with 
the U.S. administration, as well as 
the Mexican administration to reme-
dy this situation.

As a former USGC board member 
and current Texas Corn Producers 
delegate to the council, trade markets 
are something I care about – know-
ing the impact and value it has back 
to our Texas corn farmers. As I step 
into the role of president of our state 
association, I look forward to advo-
cating for our state’s corn farmers 
on trade, as well as the host of oth-
er matters that impact our farms. 
Whether it’s the devastating hard 
freeze we witness in February, farm 
policy and regulations or even a pan-
demic, TCPA aims to be the advocate 
for corn farmers across the Lone Star 
State. If there are ever any issues 
you are facing or see need to be ad-
dressed, I encourage you to reach out 
to a TCPA board member in your re-
gion or contact the office at info@tex-
ascorn.org or 806.763.CORN (2676).

Charles Ring
TCPA President
Sinton, Texas

Many of us welcomed in 2021, ready 
to put the pandemic of 2020 behind us 
and hopeful for what lies ahead. Yet, 
at the eleventh hour of last year, the 
Mexican government issued a multi-
part decree, including 1) a ban on the 
use and importation of glyphosate by 
January 2024; 2) a ban on cultiva-
tion and use of GM corn for human 
consumption by January 2024; and 
3) stopping new GM event approvals. 
Depending on its interpretation, this 
decree could have significant opera-
tional impacts on feed and livestock 
production within Mexico, as well as 

Putting pen to paper for a farm 
business succession plan can allevi-
ate worries for individuals current-
ly running the business and lessen 
the burden on those faced with han-
dling business matters following 
the loss of a loved one.

Knowing the first steps to take 
in making a succession plan can 
be daunting, if not overwhelming 
- especially for those that are not 
armed with a legal degree. 

That is why Texas Corn Producers 
is teaming up with Tiffany Dowell 
Lashmet, an agricultural law spe-
cialist with Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, to assist Texas farmers 

in knowing where to start in gath-
ering the information they need be-
fore they even step foot in a lawyer’s 
office to draft a will. 

This series of presentations will 
be held across the state over the 
next year. Having already held ses-
sions in El Campo and Robstown, 
the next sessions will be:

• March 8 
Dumas, Texas

• May 11 
McKinney, Texas

• May 12 
Belton, Texas

Pre-registration is not required. 
To get complete details of these 

Successful succession: Estate planning workshops
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2021 ARC/PLC decision
continued from p. 1

many crops, and without a substan-
tial yield loss, neither will ARC coun-
ty (Table 1). Remember, ARC and 
PLC are part of a government-pro-
vided safety net — it’s ok if you don’t 
get a payment. In fact, the number 
one statement producers tell us is 
they would rather get their income 
from the market rather than the gov-
ernment. It looks like after about 8 
years of mostly bad prices you may 
get your wish. 

In a situation where the safety net 
doesn’t look like it will trigger… con-
sider where you are the most vulner-
able. Is it to lower prices if China de-
cides they no longer want to buy from 
the U.S. or is it that you think the 
persistent drought in much of Texas 
is the bigger concern? Realize that 
not a lot has to go wrong with the 
USDA or FAPRI price forecasts and 
PLC will be back in the money. If you 
don’t think that is likely and want to 
supplement your crop insurance with 
the shallow loss revenue protection 
provided by ARC county, then maybe 
that is the way you should go.

Some will say that they will just 
pick ARC county because there are 

two ways that 
it can trigger… 
low prices and/
or low yields. 
That is certain-
ly true, but ARC 
doesn’t pay un-
til you lose 14% 
of revenue rela-
tive to the coun-
ty benchmark. 
The last time 
we looked, with 
normal yields 
it would take 
around a $3.15 
corn price to 
trigger an ARC payment. That price 
isn’t likely, so you will need a substan-
tial yield loss to trigger a payment.

With ARC and PLC unlikely to 
trigger, your crop insurance decisions 
take on even more importance. Be 
sure to talk to your insurance agent 
about ways to enhance your Actual 
Production History (APH) — for ex-
ample, using the Yield Exclusion to 
remove yields from disaster years. 
You may also want to look at tools 
like the Supplemental Coverage Op-

tion (SCO) or the new Enhanced Cov-
erage Option (ECO), both of which 
provide area-wide coverage for part 
of the deductible not covered by your 
underlying policy. For example, the 
new ECO policy has coverage levels 
as high as 95%.

Hopefully we have given you 
something to think about as you 
consider your signup decisions. We 
wish you luck, and don’t hesitate to 
call for assistance. 

Association holds annual meeting, elects leadership
Texas Corn Producers Association 

(TCPA) held its annual meeting in 
December. This virtual event allowed 
farmer members from across the 
state the opportunity to gain insight 
on policy activity at the state and fed-
eral level, as well as the ongoing ad-
vocacy efforts of the association over 
the past year.

TCPA President Wesley Spurlock, a 
farmer from Stratford, presided over 
the meeting and gave an update on 
the association’s efforts.

Participants also gained policy 
perspectives from both state and na-
tional legislators. Texas Representa-
tive Four Price (R-Amarillo) gave an 
overview of Lone Star Politics. While, 
Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) 
and Congressman Jodey Arrington 
(R-Lubbock) offered their perspec-
tives at the federal level.

At the meeting, TCPA members 
elected five directors for seats that 

were up for re-election. Elections 
were held for three At Large seats, 
as well as a seat in Region 2, which 
includes the Southern and Rolling 
Plains, and Region 3, which covers 
North and Central Texas. The asso-
ciation elected:

• Region 2:
• Kyla Hamilton 

Lubbock County
• Region 3:

• Chad Wetzel 
Grayson County

• At Large:
• Larry Mason 

Dallam County
• Bart Thoreson 

Sherman County
• Russell Williams 

Hartley County
Additionally, elections were held for 

TCPA officers. The members elected:
• President Charles Ring 

San Patricio County

• Vice President Jim Sug-
arek 
Bee County

• Secretary/Treasurer Ha-
gen Hunt 
Hale County

Congratulations to the individu-
als elected to all these leadership 
roles! TCPA appreciates the efforts 
of those who previously served in 
leadership and on the board of the 
association for their service to the 
agricultural industry.

Texas Corn Producers Association 
is the advocacy arm of Texas corn 
farmer on both a state and nation-
al level. TCPA’s mission is to build 
a strong organizational support sys-
tem for corn that will represent the 
interests and concerns of farmers 
from all regions of Texas. It is gov-
erned by a 15-member board of di-
rectors of corn farmers from across 
the state of Texas.

Table 1. USDA and FAPRI marketing year  
average price forecasts for selected crops
COMMODITY USDA-OCE FAPRI
Corn ($/bu) 4.20 4.05
Soybeans ($/bu) 11.25 10.55
Wheat ($/bu) 5.50 5.16
Rice ($/cwt) 13.60 12.94
Upland Cotton ($/lb) 0.7500 0.6993
Grain Sorghum ($/bu) n/a 4.09
Peanuts ($/lb) n/a 0.2069
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Lone Star legislative session underway
The Texas Legislature entered its 

87th Regular Session in January fac-
ing unprecedented challenges due to 
the pandemic: causing most legisla-
tors to predict they would deal with 
only a handful of major issues and 
little else… And that was before the 
disastrous winter storm that left mil-
lions of Texans in the dark and cold, 
and without water for days.

Those major issues include: dealing 
with a revenue shortfall caused by 
the job losses and reduced economic 
activity during the pandemic, a long 
list of spending needs for new health 
and safety measures, and now, inves-
tigating and fixing the state’s power 
grid failure. Compounding this, leg-
islators must tackle these problems 
under restrictions to keep everyone 
visiting or working in the Capitol safe 
from the virus.

In addition, there is redistricting, 
the once per decade redrawing of leg-
islative and congressional districts 
that usually ties any legislative ses-
sion into knots. However, this time, 
the delay in completing the census 
will push redistricting to a special 
session in the fall.

Throughout the session, Texas Corn 
Producers Association will be active-
ly engaged on a number of issues that 
may or may not make it onto the leg-
islature’s agenda this spring.

Groundwater
Bills have been introduced in both 

Houses dealing with three issues in-
volving groundwater conservation 
districts: SB 152 by Sen. Charles Per-
ry of Lubbock and HB 668 by Rep. 
Cody Harris of Palestine. The identi-
cal bills would:

• Require groundwater districts 
to adopt rules allowing people 
to submit petitions requesting 
the district to consider changes 
to their rules.

• Require landowners be in-
formed when a well permit ap-
plication is filed that due to well 
spacing rules could limit their 
ability to drill a well on their 
land.

• Eliminate the requirement that 
courts award attorney fees and 
court costs be paid to ground-
water districts whenever a dis-
trict prevails in a lawsuit. This 
change in the law would let 
judges decide whether to award 
attorney fees to a district.

Feral Hog Control
TCPA is joining with many other 

organizations to urge legislators to 
lift the restriction on using warfarin 
for controlling feral hogs that was 
placed in the state budget four years 
ago. Our task is to convince law mak-
ers this is a safe and humane way to 
deal with a problem that has resulted 
in billions of dollars in damage and 
economic losses in Texas.

Eminent Domain
Bills to provide landowners with 

more property rights protection in 
eminent domain cases have failed 
in recent legislative sessions. Even 
though many legislators champion 
private property rights, it is extremely 
difficult to overcome opposition from 
the state’s powerful oil and gas indus-
try that greatly depends on pipelines. 
TCPA will again join with a coalition 
of landowner and agricultural groups 
to make progress toward more equi-
table treatment when dealing with 
entities that have been granted the 
power of eminent domain.

Rural Broadband
Access to high-speed internet con-

nections have become as essential to 
modern life and commerce as getting 
roads, water, electricity and tele-
phones were to earlier generations 
of rural Texans. The issue has been 
studied and debated for decades but 
gained greater urgency as pandemic 
restrictions and closures – both gov-
ernmental and self-imposed – forced 
greater dependence on broadband 
service for schools, medical care 
and business communications. Now, 
Gov. Greg Abbott has named it one 
of the priority issues for this session 
and recommended increasing state 
spending to support expansion of 
broadband internet and other tele-
communications services. 

Fields-Of-Corn photo contest winners announced
Last year was an unprecedented one 

for many, yet photographers continued 
to share stories of farmers’ persever-
ance through the seventh National 
Corn Growers Association (NCGA) 
Fields-of-Corn Photo Contest.

The NCGA Fields-of-Corn Photo 
Contest awarded one grand prize and 
one popular winner. There were 26 
overall prizes awarded in the contest 
that boasts seven different categories 
including scenery/landscapes, the 
farm family lifestyle, growing field 
corn, farming challenges, conserva-
tion, corn, farm pets and livestock. 
Winners were determined through 
a combination of Facebook likes and 

consideration from a panel of judges.
The grand prize winner for the 

Fields-Of-Corn Contest was a photo 
titled “Harvest 2020” submitted by 
Macullum Steen (shown on cover). 
Steen will receive $500 as the over-
all winner.

Of note, Texan Lindsay Kimbrell 
placed third in the Farm Pets catego-
ry with a photo titled “Zeke Helping 
Shuck Corn” (shown right).

Interested in participating in the 
2021 contest? Entries will reopen in 
spring of 2021. Details and a com-
plete list of the 2020 entries and win-
ning photographs are available at 
Fields-of-Corn.com.
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TCPA student scholarship winners announced
Texas Corn Producers Association 

(TCPA) is pleased to announce its 
2020 student scholarship recipients.

The TCPA student scholarship is 
awarded to high school seniors and 
college students. Two high school se-
niors and two college students will 
each receive a $1,000 scholarship, 
which can be put toward furthering 
their academic careers.

High School Recipients:
• Carolyn Trevino of Franklin, 

Texas, attends Franklin High 

School. Carolyn plans to study 
agricultural economics at Texas 
A&M University in the fall.

• Luke Read of Temple, Texas, at-
tends Belton High School. Luke 
plans to study biological and ag-
ricultural engineering at Texas 
A&M University in the fall.

College Recipients:
• Chris Barron of College Station, 

Texas, is a freshman at Texas 
A&M University studying plant 
and environmental soil science.

• JB Stegall of Dalhart, Texas, is 
a junior at Texas A&M Univer-
sity and is studying agricultur-
al systems management.

TCPA wishes the best of luck to 
this year’s recipients in their future 
endeavors! Visit TexasCorn.org/Ed-
ucation/Scholarships for details on 
TCPA scholarships and other oppor-
tunities for student members. Ap-
plication details on TCPA’s annual 
scholarship program will be posted 
in the coming months.

AFNR student educators receive 2021 scholarships
Texas Corn Producers Association 

(TCPA) recognizes the commitment 
of agriculture food and natural re-
source (AFNR) educators to bettering 
the industry and increasing agricul-
tural literacy amongst the youngest 
generation. That is why TCPA is ex-
cited to announce the winners of its 
AFNR Educator Scholarship for par-
ticipating universities with a spring 
student teaching block:

Tarleton State University
• Erica Edwards – Edwards is 

student teaching at Weimar 

High School in Weimar, Texas.
• Alyali Marcano – Marcano is 

spending his student teaching 
semester at Stephenville High 
School in Stephenville, Texas.

Texas A&M University
• William Davila – Davila is stu-

dent teaching at Sandra Day 
O’Connor High School in Hel-
otes, Texas.

• Erin Hess – Hess’ semester 
will be spent in College Station 
teaching at A&M Consolidated 
High School.

Each recipient will receive a $500 
scholarship. TCPA aims to enable 
AFNR educators to further their 
mission, while alleviating some of the 
financial burden faced by students 
during the student teaching term.

Applicants are required to be en-
rolled at a participating Texas uni-
versity and be a student member of 
TCPA, as well as agree to teach a 
corn-based lesson during their stu-
dent teaching term.

Details about scholarship opportu-
nities are available at TexasCorn.org.

Rank Entrant Name City Hybrid Brand Number Yield
Conventional Non-Irrigated 

1 Keith Kresta Wharton Pioneer P1847VYHR* 236.9343

2 Chet Zdunkewicz Needville Pioneer P2089VYHR 235.1663

3 Justin N Hansen Lorena Dyna-Gro D57VC51 234.5431

No-Till Non-Irrigated 

1 Brian Fink Cost Pioneer P1847VYHR* 166.0766

Strip, Min, Mulch, Ridge-Till Non-Irrigated

1 Rick Wilson Decatur Pioneer P1464VYHR* 227.9253

* Brian Fink Cost Pioneer P1464VYHR* 173.5964

Strip, Min, Mulch, Ridge-Till Irrigated

1 Jody Bezner Texline Pioneer P1828QTM 286.7418

2 Chandler Preston Dumas Pioneer P1366AMLTM 286.1062

Conventional Irrigated

1 Tommy & Valerie Cartrite Sunray Pioneer P1828QTM 315.2357

* Jody Bezner Texline Pioneer P1108QTM 298.4897

National Corn Yield Contest results announced
Despite a trying 2020 on many 

fronts, the results for the 56th Na-
tional Corn Growers Association’s 
(NCGA) National Corn Yield Contest 
(NCYC) are in. 

While there is no overall contest 
winner, Don Stall, of Charlotte, 
Mich., produced the overall highest 
yield in the contest across all catego-
ries this year with a yield of 476.9052 
bushels per acre. 

Texas Corn Producers appreciates 
all the Texas farmers who partici-
pated in this year’s contest. A special 
congratulations to all state (table to 
right) and national contest winners!

Interested in participating in the 
2021 contest? Visit the NCYC page on 
NCGA.com for details and a complete 
list of all state and national winners.



Daniel Berglund, Wharton Co.

Jarret Bowers, Hartley Co.

Colin Chopelas, Nueces Co.

Dustin Dickerson, Hidalgo Co.

Robert Gordon, Hartley Co.

Braden Gruhlkey, Randall Co.

Kyla Hamilton, Lubbock Co. 

Mark Howard, Hartley Co.

Hagen Hunt, Hale Co.

Todd Kimbrell, Hill Co.

Aaron Martinka, Milam Co.

Larry Mason, Dallam Co.

Joe Reed, Swisher Co.

Charles Ring, San Patricio Co.

Wesley Spurlock, Sherman Co.

Jim Sugarek, Bee Co.

Max Swinburn, Castro Co.

Bart Thoreson, Sherman Co.

Dee Vaughan, Moore Co.

Bruce Wetzel, Grayson Co.

Chad Wetzel, Grayson Co.

Russell Williams, Hartley Co.

Steve Yoder, Dallam Co.
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Upcoming Events
As the pandemic continues, there are still events moving online or being 

postponed. Visit www.TexasCorn.org for the most up-to-date list of 
industry meetings and other upcoming events.

March 8 | Successful Succession Workshop | Dumas
March 30-31 | TCP Board Meetings | San Angelo

May 11 | Successful Succession Workshop | McKinney
May 12 | Successful Succession Workshop | Belton

MAILING PANEL

Support our  
Corporate Members

Learn how you can become a corporate member at 
www.TexasCorn.org

www.growersnationalcoop.com

www.agtexas.com

www.pioneer.com

®

www.terralseed.com

www.capitalfarmcredit.com

www.netafimusa.com

www.agworkers.com

www.kcoe.com


