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tariffs placed a strain on the consumer’s wallet, as well. These tariffs on
imported goods raised the prices of
goods U.S. consumers purchase. In
2018, Americans paid $14.4 billion
in added costs from tariffs due to the
administration’s tariff policies.
“The steel and aluminum tariffs
increased the cost of all products
that the American farmers purchase,
whether that’s the steel in a tractor,
the aluminum and steel in sprinkler
irrigation or really anything,” Wesley
Spurlock, Texas Corn Producers Association (TCPA) president and farmer from Stratford, said. “Everything
we use in our lives has steel or aluminum connected to it somehow and
someway, and all of those prices have
gone up.”
A successful outcome for U.S.-China negotiations is one that removes
tariffs, giving U.S. farmers greater
market access. Although China is not
a direct market for corn, the ripple
effect from tariffs has hit corn farmers hard in many different aspects.
TCPA is actively advocating on behalf of farmers for equitable trade aid
and working diligently to expand export markets.

September 2019

With negotiations between the
Trump administration and our trading partners constantly emerging,
staying up to date on agricultural
trade issues is difficult. The agricultural trade landscape has experienced plenty of turbulence since the
administration began trade talks
with China roughly a year ago, the
following updates are seen at the
time of this writing.
Corn farmers are welcoming the objective of achieving fairer trade terms
with China. For years, China has
been urged to adopt more predictable
and transparent regulatory and business practices to reform its agricultural subsidies system. However, the
extensive trade dispute and retaliatory tariffs on agricultural products
have contributed to the hardship facing farmers across the nation.
Trade plays a crucial role in the
U.S. economy – accounting for over
$5.5 trillion in value, including imports and exports of goods and services. Corn farmers have taken a
tough blow after losing a market for
distillers dried grains with solubles
(DDGS) and ethanol exports. Because of the distribution of retaliatory tariffs, producers are missing out
on exporting $370 million worth of
ethanol to China this year.
Farmers, who are also consumers,
were hit hard with steel and aluminum tariffs, which affected their cost
to operate. The price of building a
well or purchasing machinery skyrocketed – immediately impacting all
aspects of any farm operation. The

From Texas Corn Producers Board
and Texas Corn Producers Association

Trade future

Trade aid
The second round of Market Facilitation Program (MFP) payments were
created to assist farmers or ranchers
whose commodities are being impacted by unjustified foreign retaliatory
tariffs. Details of the second round of
payments was announced on July 25.
continued on p. 5
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CORNer Comments

David Gibson
TCPB Executive Director
TCPA Exec. Vice President

I do media interviews multiple
times a week as I represent corn
farmers across Texas. The most common question I receive is a request for
a crop report: so this is the response I
gave the day I wrote this column.
“Harvest across Texas has moved
rapidly after it got off to a delayed
start – much as a significant portion
of the state’s plantings were also off to
a slow start. Sources are indicating
average to far above average yields
for significant acreage in portions of
Central and South Texas. It is hard
A busy growing season has kept
everyone on the move so far this
year. Crop progress varies across
the state, but one thing all regions
have in common is how weather conditions quickly changed this year.
So far, we’ve had weather go from
extremely wet to extremely dry in
the blink of an eye. Hot weather
swept across most of the state in
recent weeks. Tropical storms did
not deliver rain this summer, causing soil moisture levels to rapidly
drop. As a result, severe drought
has expanded to the Northern
Plains and parts of South Texas
this summer. Farmers witnessed
unpredictable
weather
conditions that quickly turned from record-breaking rainfall this spring
to one of the driest and hottest
summers on record.

2 www.TexasCorn.org

to see this trend continuing for the
Panhandle-South Plains region, as
it has been very hot with low precipitation during late June, July and
continuing through August. Average
to below-average yields are likely for
much of this area.”
Then the media questions usually
change to “what are current issues
producers are facing,” – a very hard
question to answer in today’s world.
A response to this question can go
many ways and sometimes it is easy
to answer in regard to the region the
interviewer is from. I chose recently
to think of this in a different light
and addressed it in a way to point
out corn farmers (and all agricultural producers) are business operators
just like the local car dealer, clothing
store, grocery store, etc. They raise
their families, are active in church
and organizations, and support the
local communities, school and all other businesses.
It is now more important than ever
for our agricultural organizations and
producers to become more engaged in
telling the story of our agricultural
businesses – and yes, farms are businesses. At a busy time of year like we
are in now with harvest underway
or beginning, it is still important for
producers to be involved in talking to
their elected officials.

South Texas farmers witnessed
a rough start with planting season
this year from heavy rainfall and
cool grounds. However, this proved
only to be a minor setback. This
year’s harvest in the region was
an abundant one, and many of the
region’s farmers are excited to see
higher than usual yields resulting
from this year’s harvest.
Corn harvest for farmers in the
Coastal Bend is wrapping up. A few
areas have received small amounts
of rainfall, but not nearly enough to
satisfy drought-stricken cropland in
the region.
Harvest is in full swing for North
and Central Texas and corn farmers
are hopeful after seeing above-average yields in areas. As summer heat
continued on p. 6

Big issues are affecting the viability of farm businesses across our state
and nation, namely trade issues. U.S.
Mexico-Canada-Agreement (USMCA) needs to be passed, other trade
agreements need to be finalized,
including the dispute with China.
Small refiner waivers need to be reversed to have the amount of ethanol
and corn being ground that was set
in place in the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). Issues with signup for
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) programs are ongoing and
these need to be noted. Let the Texas
Corn Producers (TCP) office and your
regional director know about the current issues you are facing.
TCP board and association board
members met recently and discussed
many of the issues they were hearing
from their neighbors, and this will
direct the messages we will be pushing as an organization. Equally important and critical to having policy
makers truly understand the issues
facing our family farm businesses is
having you, as the constituent of a
congressional representative, make a
call, send an email, meet with your
district staff or the representative
at the local town halls. Help us tell
your story today!

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas
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Corn farmers dive into discussion in D.C.
As the summer heat climbed into
sweltering temperatures, more than
400 corn farmers from across the nation traded in their jeans and ballcaps for suits and ties to make the
1,600-mile trip to Washington, D.C.,
in the middle of July. As weary times
for American farmers continued,
Texas Corn Producers (TCP) saw the
importance of having farmers’ voices
elevated on a national level.

Action Teams
The National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) hosted its biannual
Corn Congress in conjunction with
its action team meetings at the Capitol Hilton. The week’s events began
when eight action teams met to review a variety of important producer-related topics. Anything from
consumer engagement to risk management was discussed.
TCP had five representatives on action teams this year:
• Lindsey Bowers, of Inez, on
the Consumer Engagement
Action Team
• Aaron Martinka, of Buckholts, on the Risk Management
Action Team
• Charles Ring, of Sinton,
Chairman of the Sustainable
Ag Research Action Team.
• Chad Wetzel, of Tom Bean,
on the Freedom to Operate
Action Team
Alongside colleagues from other
state corn organizations, these action teams lead NCGA programs. As
chairman of the Sustainable Ag Research Action Team, Charles Ring
led discussions on exploratory research, methods for turning research
into solutions for farmers and ways to
expand financial support for projects
through public funding.
Ring, a Sinton, Texas, farmer who
is also vice president of Texas Corn
Producers Association (TCPA) and
a checkoff board member, said the
summer’s meeting focused on expanding corn curriculum into the
classroom across the nation. Atoxigenic fumonisin was also discussed.
However, without funding from outside entities, these research projects
would not be possible, Ring said.

“You can get all
the research proposals you want,”
Ring said, “but
that’s not it, finding funding is a
big part of our responsibility.”
Lindsey Bowers,
from Inez, Texas,
is a TCPA member serving on the
NCGA Consumer
Engagement
Action
Team.
The action team
oversees partnerships with four
different consumer- engagement
programs, includ- TCPA members met with Michael Seeds in Mac
ing
HungerU,
Thornberry’s office to discuss the USMCA.
CommonGround,
“We were trying to grasp a few deCorn Reputation, and U.S. Farmers
tails and ask questions to get a feel of
and Ranchers Alliance, Bowers said.
The programs focus on assisting what the MFP was going to look like,
consumers and helping them sort and how it was going to be calculatthrough the myths and misinforma- ed,” Martinka said.
Through dedicated time on a nation of agricultural practices, while
engaging with them about where tional level, farmers informed legislatheir food comes from. While in D.C., tors about what has occurred on local
discussions were held and pertinent levels and asked questions to those
decisions were made regarding all of higher up within different agencies.
Martinka also voiced problems they
the programs, Bowers said.
Through discussing these topics may all have endured in Texas and
and engaging with consumers, farm- then provided answers to those who
ers like Bowers are able to be a part have questions.
“It puts the right people in front
of the national agricultural leaderof us to ask some of those questions
ship community.
“It’s important to serve on a nation- that otherwise just may go unheard,”
al level because it’s a way for us to be Martinka said. “Also, it helps to
able to continue to elevate our voices bring our local issues, questions
and if we don’t tell our story, some- and problems to their attention, and
body else will,” Bowers said. “It’s also maybe give them something to congiving us the power to direct an orga- sider that otherwise they wouldn’t
nization that is using their voice dai- think about.”
While in D.C., Chad Wetzel, a Tom
ly to reach consumers, who are voters, so people understand that what Bean farmer and TCPA member serving on the Freedom to Operate Action
we’re doing is feeding the world.”
Aaron Martinka, the vice chairman Team, said his team heard from agriof TCPB, TCPA member and Buck- businesses on advancements in their
holts farmer on the Risk Manage- product pipelines.
The team also reviewed updates on
ment Action Team, met with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) the new Part 340 regulations, which
officials during Corn Congress to dis- are the framework USDA uses to regcuss information regarding the sec- ulate genetically engineered materiond round of the Market Facilitation al. USDA is in the process of updatProgram (MFP) payments, before its ing these regulations and released a
detailed release.
continued on p. 4
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Association News

A note from the President...

Wesley Spurlock
TCPA President
Stratford, Texas

With corn prices depressed, farmers
need every market avenue possible —
including ethanol. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is failing to account for lost volumes due to

Small Refinery Exemption (SRE) and
uphold the President’s commitment to
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).
This is causing damage to corn price
– hurting Texas corn farmers.
Since early 2018, the EPA has
granted 85 SREs totaling 4.04 billion equivalent gallons of ethanol.
EPA’s most recent hit to Texas corn
farmers included the decision to exempt an additional 31 refineries from
their obligations under the RFS. EPA
also failed to uphold the D.C. Circuit
Court’s 2017 ruling, requiring the
agency to account for 500 million gallons it improperly waived in 2016.
The EPA has been told to reallocate
waivers several times. Small refinery
waivers have always been a part of
the law, so it is time for the EPA to
follow the law and ensure the waivers
do not destroy volume requirements.
SREs are also causing ethanol
plants to slow down production or
shut down. As a result, supply and demand levels are fluctuating – directly

affecting corn prices. If the transparency of SREs can be improved, this
will help cast light on the EPA not
following through the RFS.
As waivers continue to be granted
and corn prices steadily decrease,
now is the time to get in touch with
the EPA and administration and tell
them you are opposed to SREs. Texas Corn Producers needs your help
to protect the RFS from EPA actions
that jeopardize the president’s commitment to support America’s farmers and renewable fuels.
Stand up and join your fellow corn
growers by sending comments to the
EPA. Help us by requesting they account for the billions of lost gallons
from the refinery exemptions, as they
determine the proposed RFS volume
rules. Contact President Trump today and ask him to see through his
commitment to farmers and stop the
refinery waivers. For more information about where to go to contact the
president, visit www.TexasCorn.org.

Farmers make Capitol Hill visits, continued from p. 3
new proposed rule, which NCGA recently submitted public comments on,
Wetzel said.
“We also discussed the recent glyphosate lawsuits, issues with atrazine and chlorpyrifos label renewals
and a project we are working on with
the Environmental Defense Fund regarding Monarch Butterfly habitat,”
Wetzel said. “It will include grants to
cover the cost of seed for farmers in
the Monarch flyway to plant habitat.”
Through participation on a national level, Texas farmers’ concerns are
brought to the national body so that
they have a seat at the table, Wetzel
said. Without a voice on the national
stage, concerns could be overlooked
and negatively impact corn farmers
across the state. Each action team’s
influence impacts the daily operations of America’s farms.
On top of NCGA action team meetings, TCPA members also attended
Corn Congress to discuss policy and regulations that affect the state’s farmers.
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Corn on Capitol Hill
During the busy
week, TCPA representatives met with
members of Congress,
committee staff and
agency administrators
on Capitol Hill. They
discussed the need to
pass the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), the impact
of uncertain trade relations on producers, and
urged the president to
uphold the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS).
TCPA members will
continue to work with
Texas representatives
and their staff to fight
for sound policy for
Texas corn farmers.

Advocates for the Texas corn industry stand
outside Judge Carter’s office in D.C.
(pictured l-r: Dee Vaughan, Aaron Martinka, Beckah and
Hagen Hunt)
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Trade future, continued
TCPA appreciates United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
efforts to assist farmers and deliver
a more well-rounded program in this
second round. However, the payments
are not a long-term solution.
“The MFP payments will help in
the loss of markets for over a short
term, but the MFPs do not make us
whole,” Spurlock said.
These payments aim to provide
necessary assistance to producers
impacted by low prices from China’s tariffs. Still, many feel MFP is
a band-aid for trade issues that need
a long-term fix. TCPA continues to
work hard with representatives and
legislators to create a stable solution.
“We all agree that trade is what we
need, but we don’t want our income
to come from a market fluctuation
payment,” Spurlock said. “We want it
from the markets.”
Texas corn farmers are grateful
for the continued support for American agriculture from government
officials, but America’s farmers ultimately want trade markets instead
of aid. It is critically important to
restore agricultural markets and relationships with our trading partners
across the globe.
Producers can qualify for payments
ranging from $15 to $150 an acre under this year’s version of the MFP for
row crops, with rates varying widely
by county and region. Sign-ups end
Dec. 6. Each county’s rate and the
link to sign up can be found on the
TCPA website, TexasCorn.org.

USMCA
Although some aspects of trade
have been grim for farmers, hope is
potentially on the horizon with the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). USMCA is a winwin for farmers and ranchers across
the nation. The agreement allows us
to build upon the corn industry’s successful relationship with our neighboring North American countries.
Mexico is the top buyer of U.S.
corn, accounting for 25% of corn

exports, so corn farmers cannot
afford the risk of losing this market.
USMCA maintains duty-free access
for corn and corn products in our top
market and it achieves the higheststandard sanitary and phytosanitary
(SPS) measures and biotechnology
provisions in a trade agreement to
date. The improvements to trade
rules in USMCA are a framework for
future trade agreements.
“We have a little more comfort in
knowing that Speaker Pelosi will
call the bill as soon as she has a good
set of numbers of people to vote for
it and knows it is intact,” Spurlock
said. “We’re hoping that it will come
in the next month, and then they will
be able to get USMCA voted in and
taken care of.”
TCPA is diligently working to ensure farmers’ concerns are being
made known at all levels. In the middle of July, several TCPA members
went to D.C. and talked to all the representatives and both senators about
the importance of free trade with
neighboring North American countries. As the association continues
to visit D.C. and work with legisla-

tors, other organizations are working
alongside us to get USMCA passed,
Spurlock said.
Recognizing export markets are a
key importance for the Texas market. Texas Corn Producers, through
both the association and checkoff, is
a supporter of the U.S. Grains Council, U.S. Meat Export Federation and
the U.S.A. Poultry and Egg Export
Council. Partnering with these organizations, TCP actively works to
develop and maintain trade relations
across the globe – as well as showing
trade’s value to the national economy.
“Texas is a huge export state and
so all of the industries are working
hard to get the USMCA passed and
our voice is being heard at all levels of the U.S. and Texas economy,”
Spurlock said.
As some farmers wrap up harvest
and others are just beginning, TCPA
has an optimistic outlook on corn and
trade futures. Texas farmers can continue to work with D.C. representatives and their staff to fight for solidified trade relationships.
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Insurance coverage on failed crops
An important factor in disaster the option to either take 100% of the
“Always speak directly to your
prevention on the farm is under- payment of cotton, and then waive in- agent about your exact situation, bestanding what coverage is included surance on corn; or, they can elect to cause certain rules come into play
in an insurance policy. As harvest receive 35% of the payment on the cot- based on the crop, the date of loss,
comes to an end in some regions and ton, and insure the corn crop at 100%. acceptable double-cropping and the
begins in others, Texas Corn ProIn the situation that the farmer irrigation practice,” Myers said.
ducers (TCP) reminds farmers to be chooses to receive 35% of the cotton
An important part of disaster
mindful of the coverage their insur- payment, he or she would pay 35% of preparation is having knowledge of
ance policies provide on crops plant- the cotton crop premium and 100% the insurance coverage you have and
ed behind failed crops.
of the corn crop premium. If the corn what the insurance provider will, or
Farming is an inherently risky sustains a loss, that loss will be paid, will not, cover. Insurance policies
business. The livelihoods of farmers but if there was no loss on the corn are lengthy and can be hard to diare threatened by uncontrollable, crop, the farmer can request the re- gest. They can incorporate several
natural forces like mother nature. maining 65% from the loss of the cot- layers and language that is hard to
A sudden hailstorm, a long drought, ton crop after he pays the remaining understand. Reviewing the liability
or proliferation of a crop disease can 65% of the premium.
of your insurance and what it covers
drastically hurt a farmwith your crop insuring operation.
ance agent can ulti“Always speak directly to your agent about your mately save time in
Crop insurance is purchased by farmers to prothe long run.
exact situation, because certain rules come into
tect against either the
Finding an agent
loss of their crops due to play based on the crop, the date of loss, acceptable that can discuss the
natural disasters, or the
coverage details in a
double-cropping and the irrigation practice.”
loss of revenue due to depolicy and the farmclines in the prices of aging operation is ideal.
ricultural commodities.
Myers said crop insurLevels of insurance vary between the
“If this option is used on a small ance should be treated on the same
different regions, crops and the farm- grain crop, with the intention of level of consideration as financing
er’s situation, but they all share the planting a non-irrigated second crop, and accounting. Much like Certified
importance of farmers being able to usually cotton or grain sorghum, Public Accountants (CPA) or bankers,
get the most out of their policies.
there are specific rules,” Myers said. insurance agents are paid to spend
“As agents, we want to know when
The small grain crop cannot reach ample time reviewing and discussing
the potential for loss has occurred the headed or budded stage, be har- the best coverage options for farmers.
and walk farmers through their op- vested or hayed, or it cannot be
“I’ve seen crop insurance grow in
tions,” Rachel Myers, an agent with grazed past March 15th. If the small importance to one’s operation over my
Texas Corn Producers Association’s grains crop was certified for cover, 10 years as an agent, and it’s more
corporate sponsor Myers Crop Insur- these rules do not apply and the U.S. critical now than ever before that you
ance, said.
Department of Agriculture’s Nat- have full trust in the person handling
Because of water-logged fields and ural Resources Conservation Ser- your business,” Myers said.
hail damage to cotton crops this past vice (NRCS) cover crop termination
Insurance coverage is an important
spring, some farmers chose to plant guidelines do apply, Myers said.
piece of disaster prevention. Staying
corn behind those failed crops. With
Finally, it is worth noting that in contact with agents can significantthis comes the question of when crop hail insurance can be pur- ly benefit the farmers and decrease
planting behind a failed crop 1) what chased on uninsured crops. Many natural disaster’s impact on the operthe insurance options are, and 2) if producers that lose a cotton crop ation. TCP reminds farmers to meet
something occurs to the replanted early and waive the insurance on with insurance agents regularly to recrop, is it insured as well?
corn planted behind the failed cot- view coverages and ask questions.
In general, if a farmer planted ton, will utilize hail insurance on
corn behind failed cotton, they have the corn to have some protection.

Gordon comments, continued

drags on, farmers are beginning to
see Blackland soil crack due to high
temperatures and little precipitation.
Temperatures climbed into triple
digits across the Panhandle and South
Plains region, causing dry conditions.
Corn remained in fair condition and
crops in the Northern Panhandle are
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three to four weeks behind the rest
of the region. As farmers continue to
watch the forecast for rain, harvest
across the region will begin in the next
few weeks.
Farmers are thankful for increased
yields, but the drought monitor this
year is not looking favorable. The

lack of moisture from this summer
will amplify challenges for our farmers, so Texas Corn Producers Board
(TCPB) will continue to work on expanding market opportunities for
Texas farmers. Stay in touch and updated on all TCPB activities online
at www.TexasCorn.org.
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Corn Cob Classic golf tournament, fundraiser
When you think of healthy, growing
crops you may imagine rows of green
with a farmer or two tending to them.
On Sept. 14, you can find
farmers on a different
type of green field
with maybe
a golf club
or
two!
Join us for
this year’s
Texas
Corn
Producer Association’s (TCPA)
Annual Corn Cob
Classic golf tournament benefiting the
Texas Corn Political
Action Committee (PAC).
This year’s tournament will be
held at Twisted Elms Golf Club in
Dalhart. Check-in will begin at 12:30
p.m. with a tee time of 1:00 p.m. An

entry into the two-person scramble tournament includes: hole contests, tournament favors, cart and
meal. Registration for the event
is $150 per person and also
enters contestants in a
chance to win cash
prizes. To register for the tournament, contact
the Twisted Elms
Gold Club Pro Shop
at 806.244.5597.
Corn Cob Classic is
an 18-hole golf tournament benefiting the Texas
Corn PAC, the political action committee of TCPA. TCPA
gives farmers a voice at regional,
state and national levels. The Texas
Corn PAC supports legislators who
help defend agriculture at both the
state and national levels. The Texas

Corn PAC enables TCPA to strengthen policy relationships and influence
policy decisions to ensure a future for
Texas corn farmers, an integral part of
our state’s economy.
If interested in sponsoring the
event contact Robert Gordon at
806.333.2833. TCPA supporters that
are unable to attend, but would still
like to contribute can mail personal
contributions to Texas Corn PAC, 4205
N. Interstate 27, Lubbock, TX 79403.
For additional information, visit the
TCPA website TexasCorn.org.
*According to FEC rules, corporate
account contributions cannot be accepted. Texas Corn PAC contributions must
be paid for with a personal check. Voluntary contributions may be accepted
from any U.S. citizen. However, solicitation for contributions is limited to
TCPA Memberships.

New faces join Texas Corn Producers
In August, Texas Corn Producers
welcomed two new faces to its office:
Ashtyn Kincaid and Colton Snedecor.
Ashtyn Kincaid is a freshman at
Texas Tech University and joins TCP
as an administrative intern. Kincaid is from Abernathy, Texas, and
is studying agricultural communications with a minor in animal science.
In high school, she was very active
in FFA, National Honors Society
(NHS), Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) and played sports.
Kincaid’s grandparents are farmers
in Hale and Lubbock county. Along
with being around the crop industry
her entire life, she has also shown
steers for nine years. Kincaid said
she plans to one day obtain a career
in livestock or agricultural organization to make a difference in the industry that has shaped her into who
she is today.
Colton Snedecor joins as a communications intern. He grew up in the
Hill Country and graduated from
Fredericksburg High School. Before

attending Texas Tech University, Snedecor was a Texas FFA vice president.
Currently, he is a junior at Texas Tech
University working toward earning
a degree in agricultural communications and a minor in political science.
In his time
at Texas Tech,
Snedecor has
been active in
several organizations, including President’s Select,
A g r i -T e c h sans
and
C ha ncel lor ’s
Ambassadors.
After he graduates with his
u nderg raduate, Snedecor
said he plans
on attending
law school.
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This fall TCP is hosting a series of producer trainings on a farm bill
decision aid tool. Visit www.TexasCorn.org for the most up-to-date list of
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