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Advanced leadership program 
heads to Austin

Leadership. Activism. Networking. 
Development. Those four words not 
only make a great farmer-friendly 
acronym (LAND); they are also the 
four corners on which Texas Corn 
Producers’ (TCP) leadership program 
was built. TCP grew this program to 
a new level by launching LAND II 
this spring.

Emerging farmer leaders from 
across the state met in Austin for 
LAND II, which was held in conjunc-
tion with the Texas Corn Producers 
Board (TCPB) and Texas Corn Pro-
ducers Association (TCPA) board 
meetings. The program was made 
possible through the corporate sup-
port of Pioneer.

The 2-day program covered a vari-
ety of topics — largely focused on the 
advocacy needs for the agricultural 
industry at both the state and feder-
al level.

“Where LAND gave emerging 
leaders general insight on how they 
could engage in the agricultural 
industry, LAND II works to open 
doors for growing farmer leaders to 
deliver their voice as an advocate for 
sound farm policy and regulations,” 
TCP Executive Director David Gib-
son says.

Calendars Committee Chairman 
Four Price (Texas House District 87) 
opened the program, speaking on the 
need for leaders in Texas to step up. 
Chairman Price also noted current 
issues he’s working on during this 
year’s legislative session in Austin.

John Bender, a TCP consultant, 
gave an overview of the political cli-
mate and dove into the ins and out of 
Texas politics.

Branching from this insight on the 
inner workings of the state capitol, 
the program dove into a key issue for 
Texans: water. Dee Vaughan, TCP 
issues committee chairman and rec-
ognized state and national leader for 
the industry, moderated a discussion 
on water issues such as groundwater 
rights, regulations and more. Panel-
ists included Adeline Fox with Tex-
as Water Conservation Association, 
Mark Howard with TCPA, and Billy 
Howe with Texas Farm Bureau.

Commodity organization leaders 
Tommy Engelke with Texas Ag Coop-
erative Council, Darren Turley with 
Texas Association of Dairymen and 
Bob Turner with Bob Turner Com-
munications gave insight on their 
experience working on state agricul-
tural policy on behalf of their mem-
bership. The panel was moderated by 
Warren Mayberry with Pioneer.

Joe Reed, a TCPA board member, 
dove into federal policy challenges as 
he moderated a panel of farmer lead-
ers: Robert Gordon, Aaron Martin-
ka, and Wesley Spurlock, alongside 
Texas A&M’s Agriculture and Food 
Policy Center Co-Director Joe Out-
law, Ph.D.

In addition to gaining the insight 
from a diverse group of panelists on 
state and federal policy issues, partic-
ipants deepened their understanding 

continued on p. 5
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CORNer Comments
lack of rainfall in the High Plains as 
planting picks up.

Weather challenges, along with the 
continuing trade issues, and large 
projected corn plantings in the U.S., 
have kept pressure on the markets as 
decisions on planting are made. Addi-
tionally, tariffs continue to push the 
price of equipment and all steel and 
aluminum products higher – adding 
to the cost of production for this crop.

Texas Corn Producers (TCP) is 
working in conjunction with many of 
the other state corn affiliates to take 
this story to our legislators. Our col-
lective efforts work to ensure the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the 
Trump administration understand 
that things are tough in farm country. 

We encourage the administration 
to look at the impact this is having 
on our farmers and rural Texas, and 
the immediacy for America to quickly 
pass the United States-Mexico-Cana-
da Agreement (USMCA). This really 
strikes home for the corn producers 

in the Rio Grande Valley and along 
the Coastal Bend. Mexico is this re-
gion’s number one market, and gen-
erally sets the price for all grains in 
that part of the state. This directly 
impacts all of the rest of the state 
as milk, beef, pork and poultry are 
affected by reduced sales; therefore, 
shipping less corn through their 
products. TCP urges a quick solution 
to the trade issues with our nearest 
partners in Canada and Mexico.

The trade dispute with China is 
also taking its toll on our markets. 
This dispute needs to be brought to a 
conclusion, as this is potentially one 
of the largest markets for all U.S. ag-
ricultural commodities.

You are encouraged to go to our 
website, www.TexasCorn.org, and use 
the legislative contact page to contact 
our senators and your U.S. represen-
tative. Tell them to encourage the 
President to help end this trade situ-
ation and encourage Congress to pass 
the USMCA trade agreement.

David Gibson 
TCPB Executive Director
TCPA Exec. Vice President

What a start for the 2019 crop year. 
The weather continues to be a chal-
lenge: heavy rains in Central and 
South Texas have caused planting 
delays and possible crop loss, while 

CORN IN THE CLASSROOM
Look for K-5th grade corn curriculum in schools this 
fall! Interested in getting this material for your school?  
Email education@texascorn.org for complete details.

Texas Corn Producers Board is in-
vested in the future of the industry 
in our state. In doing so, the board 
is investing in future generations 
to ensure the next crop of Texans 
have a foundational knowledge of 
agriculture and its impact on their 
daily lives.

This past year, TCPB worked with 
teachers in the state to develop les-
son plans for Kindergarten to 5th 
grade that incorporate corn and ag-
riculture into the classroom. A key 
aspect in the initial piloting of this 
educational effort was to ensure the 
curriculum met both TCPB’s ag-
ricultural literacy focus, while ad-
dressing the Texas Essential Knowl-
edge Skills (TEKS) public educators 
must focus on in the classroom. As 

the spring semester wraps up, TCPB 
will be working with teachers to 
make the finishing touches on the 
curriculum so it will be ready for a 
statewide rollout this fall. 

This most recent effort builds on 
TCPB’s continued investment in 
youth. TCPB continues to support 
both the Texas 4-H and Texas FFA 
as a key sponsor for the organizations 
and for contests throughout the year.

Investing in Texans from grade 
school forward, will allow the agri-
cultural industry to build and devel-
op understanding and allies down the 
road – increasing the population who 
understand the value of agriculture 
to their daily lives and the economy 
as a whole.

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas
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Early Season Market Headwinds
from Mark Welch, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Economist

The seasonal price pattern for the 
December corn contract is for prices to 
trade with some upward momentum 
early in the spring, coinciding with 
some degree of uncertainty around 
the upcoming level of production and 
anticipated levels of consumption. 
Then, once we have a clearer picture 
of acreage and yield potential, prices 
fall off in the second half of the year. 
This seasonal pattern normally of-
fers corn producers the opportunity 
to price corn at more profitable levels 
in the spring, compared to pricing the 
crop at harvest (Figure 1). 

While no one knows where the price 
will settle at harvest this year, the 
market has not demonstrated much 
price strength this spring; this de-
spite declines in the absolute level 
of corn stocks and the corn stocks 
to use ratio the last three years in a 
row. Prices have traded generally in a 
sideways to lower trend since the first 
of January. There are several funda-
mental factors creating headwinds 
for corn prices early this season. And 
several reasons these factors could 
change – shifting those winds to a 
more price-positive direction.   

Grain Stocks
When the March 1 Grain Stocks 

report was released, corn invento-
ries came in higher than expected. 
That raised the question whether 
that higher level of stocks was due 
to a larger corn crop in 2018 than 
estimated or weaker demand. When 
USDA updated supply and demand 
numbers in the April World Agricul-
tural Supply and Demand Estimates, 
the supply side of the balance sheet 
was unchanged for U.S. corn (the 
crop did not get larger), but the top 
three major use categories were low-
er: feed, -75 million bushels; ethanol, 
-50 million bushels; exports, - 75 mil-
lion bushels. A weakness in demand 
caused a boost to 2018/2019 ending 
stocks, which will add to supply in 
the form of higher beginning stocks 
for 2019/2020. 

Corn use categories may strug-
gle to move higher in the 2019/2020 
marketing year. Overall gasoline 
consumption is not increasing, which 
limits growth in the corn for fuel cat-
egory. Increased foreign corn produc-

tion increases competition in the ex-
port category. But livestock numbers 
continue to grow, meaning our tradi-
tional number one domestic corn use 
category may offset some of the de-
cline or lack of growth in the others.  

Acres
In addition to larger ending stocks 

for the 2018/2019 marketing year, 
the Prospective Plantings report 
showed U.S. corn acres of 92.8 mil-
lion in 2019, higher than the trade 
had anticipated. This number of 
acres, a yield of 176 bushels per acre 
(the number from the USDA Outlook 
Forum in February), and total con-
sumption at the same level as last 
year, would increase ending stocks in 
2019/2020 by 500 million bushels, a 
20 percent increase. 

With spring flooding in many ar-
eas of the western Corn Belt and a 
cool, wet spring forecast for the rest, 
it seems unlikely that we will see 
92.8 million acres of corn in 2019. 
The question seems not if corn acres 
will be lower than intended when the 
Acreage report comes out in June, 
but how much.

Trade
Tariffs and trade disputes have 

cast a pall on commodity markets for 
a year now. Though not at the epicen-

ter of trade impacts, corn certainly 
feels fallout from lower soybean ex-
ports and sharply higher soybean 
carryover numbers. 

Resolution to the trade dispute with 
China and clarity and stability in the 
status of trade with our North Amer-
ican partners would boost the food, 
feed, and fiber sectors of American 
agriculture. 

Commitment of Traders
Rather than showing any bull-

ish bias going in to spring planting, 
speculative traders are posting re-
cord levels of bearish bets, net short 
trading positions, in the corn market. 

A reversal in this level of bearish-
ness, be it short covering or a shift in 
outlook, could quickly turn corn mar-
kets higher and provide better mar-
keting opportunities, if only briefly. 

Navigating markets must often be 
done in less than ideal conditions. It 
is important to focus on the basics: 1) 
be as efficient as possible with every 
expense and be as productive as pos-
sible with every input to lower your 
break-even cost of production and 2) 
know what a profitable price level is 
and be ready with the tools, skills, 
and relationships to lock in that price 
when available.

Figure 1. 2019 December Corn Futures Closing Prices and 
Seasonal Index Pattern
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A note from the President...
 Association News

other low point for the farm economy, 
the market situation is another blow 
to an already detrimental situation.

Opening and strengthening trade 
markets is of utmost importance to 
our industry right now. This year, 
Texas Corn Producers Association 
(TCPA) has already made multiple 
trips to D.C. to visit with legislators 
and the Administration about the 
dire situation for many farmers, and 
the rural economy as a whole. 

D.C. saw a fair amount of turnover 
this year. With freshmen lawmak-
ers working to get a foothold in the 
Capitol, there is considerable work to 
be done to bring these newcomers up 
to speed on agricultural policy – and 
the immediate need to understand 
the implications of policy on farmers, 
the rural economy, and the nation’s 
food supply.

In April, TCPA members from 
across the state took time away from 
their own farms to take their farm 

stories to The Hill. These volunteer 
leaders shared the need to improve 
agricultural markets so we can con-
tinue to sustainably grow quality 
food domestically. 

TCPA members with mature, es-
tablished operations, as well as those 
who have started in the industry in 
the past decade, came to D.C. in our 
most recent visit. It’s important for 
lawmakers to understand the chal-
lenges facing all farmers in our state 
– and that our needs can’t be resolved 
with a “one size fits all” approach.

Your TCPA membership and sup-
port is essential for our organiza-
tion to continue getting our stories 
and priorities in front of lawmakers. 
If you’re not already a member of 
TCPA, I encourage you to join online 
at www.TexasCorn.org. If you have 
an issue that we need to be address-
ing in D.C. or Austin for the industry, 
please reach out to the TCPA office.

Wesley Spurlock
TCPA President
Stratford, Texas

From Stratford to Weslaco, Texas 
Corn Producers (TCP) traveled all 
over the state in recent months for 
crops conferences, farm shows and 
more! TCP heard from extension spe-
cialists, agencies, and farmers about 
what is expected for the growing sea-
son ahead. Here are a few of the top 
subjects mentioned this season.

Risk Management with USDA
With the recent passing of the farm 

bill, many farmers have been inter-
ested in what will be new with this 
mammoth of agricultural policy. 
With the government shutdown de-
laying the United States Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) writing of 
the regulations, many aspects of the 
bill are waiting to be fleshed out. 

Economists and policy experts did 
highlight the new way farmers will 
elect their commodity program(s). 
Under the new farm bill, farmers will 
elect PLC, ARC-CO, or ARC-IC in 
2019 for the 2019 and 2020 growing 
season. Then, annual elections will 
be held in 2021, 2022 and 2023. PLC 
and ARC-CO are crop-by-crop elec-
tions, while ARC-IC is farm election.

Agricultural Law
Texas A&M AgriLife Research 

and Extension Agricultural Law 
Specialist, Tiffany Dowell Lash-
met, frequented many conferences 
around the state. With a focus on 
landowners and farmers, Lashmet 
provided insight into renewed leas-
es and landowner liability.

Lashmet cited an increase in 
questions from tenants about their 
rights if the land they are on be-
comes subjected to eminent domain. 
She encourages farmers to have 
written agreements with a condem-
nation provision and recording the 
lease in the county deed records.

With illustrations from a recent 
Texas case involving a participant 
injured at a trampoline park, Lash-
met explained the importance of 
having an enforceable liability waiv-
er for guests on their property. As 
agritourism is on the rise across the 
state, Lashmet suggests every land-
owner expecting guests should con-
sult an attorney to draft a waiver.

For more information on these 
topics and more, visit the Texas Ag-

ricultural Law Blog online.
Soil Health
Extension agents advocated a 

knowledge-based approach to soil 
nutrient management. In many in-
stances, agents were seeing farmers 
prepare their soil with nutrients – 
without testing the soil first. Want 
to know how you can maximize your 
soil health? Check out the USDA’s 
new Farmers.gov website to learn 
more.

Panhandle Farmers: Jourdan 
Bell, Ph.D., released the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Bushland 2018 Corn Her-
bicide Trials and Corn Herbicides 
and Management for the Texas High 
Plains report. In the report, Bell in-
cludes the treatment, rates, applica-
tion timing, crop injury observations 
and weed control percentages in the 
study.

We will continue to share any re-
gional and state-wide information 
we receive that can be useful to 
farmers. To view the report, visit our 
website at TexasCorn.org.

Covering county crops conferences

Going into planting season, farm-
ers across the state are looking at 
depressed markets – that continue to 
fall. With the past year being yet an-
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LAND II program gains legislative know-how
of ethanol and climate 
issues — gaining per-
spective on how these 
broad subjects have a 
direct impact on their 
farms, and the nation as 
a whole.

“Hearing from pan-
elists and speakers on 
a variety of topics with 
their own unique expe-
riences is key to getting 
a well-rounded perspec-
tive of the intricacies of 
working with our state 
and federal govern-
ment,” Gibson said.

The first day’s work 
set up participants to 
then join in with the 
TCPA board for the re-
mainder of its program. 
At an evening network-
ing event, Representa-
tive Ken King (Texas 
House District 88) met 
with the group to offer 
his perspective on the 
86th Legislature Regu-
lar Session.

The second day be-
gan with LAND par-
ticipants hearing from 
Agriculture and Livestock Chairman 
Drew Springer (Texas House District 
68). The group then joined TCPA 
members in visits with legislators 
and staff at the capitol. The group 
advocated for legislation TCPA sup-
ports this session.

The LAND II program concluded 
with the group taking part in the 
TCPA board meeting in the after-
noon before heading home.

Cohorts from the inaugural LAND 
II program, include:

• Colin Chopelas 
Corpus Christi

• Matt Faver 
Anton

• Brennen & Baili George 
Tulia 

• Cole & Kyla Hamilton 
Shallowater 

• Hagen & Beckah Hunt 
Plainview 

• Todd & Lindsay Kimbrell 
Hillsboro

• Greg & Kristy Slough 
Gruver 

• Walter & Nicole Spurlock 
Stratford

• Jim & Gina Sugarek 
Beeville

• Travis & Bethany Wanoreck 
Robstown

“I think one of the best parts of 
LAND II is the opportunity for the 
participants to get to know farmer 
leaders with years of experience so 
they can glean knowledge from those 
who have been advocating for the in-
dustry before them,” Gibson said.

TCP appreciates the speakers, pan-
elists and board members that took 
the time to contribute to the LAND 
II program, as well as Pioneer’s sup-
port of this valuable experience for 
these farmers.

The hope is participants will grow 
through their experience in LAND II 
– finding their niche as leaders in the 
Texas agricultural landscape.

LAND II participants joined TCPA board members and staff for visits with 
legislators during Texas’ 86th Legislature. Pictured with Agriculture, Water, & 

Rural Affairs Chairman Charles Perry (Texas Senate District 28 - center)

Are you interested in being a part of 
TCP’s LAND program? Plans are un-
derway for the program in September 
2019. Those interested should con-
tact the office at info@texascorn.org 
or 806.763.CORN (2676).
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Checkoff board recognizes past board members
Texas Corn Producers Board 

(TCPB) is tasked with directing 
the state’s voluntary corn check-
off. Checkoff funds are used for 
research, education and promo-
tion to further the corn industry 
in Texas.

Comprised of 15 farmer direc-
tors, representing five districts 
across the state, TCPB strives to 
create better marketing opportu-
nities for farmers. The board of di-
rectors voluntarily take time away 
from their own farms and liveli-
hoods to serve their fellow farm-
ers. These servant leaders are 
pillars of the hardwork and dedi-
cation that often go hand in hand 
in the agricultural industry.

In recognition of this, TCPB re-
cently took time to recognize for-
mer board members at its April 
board meeting in Austin.

TCPB Chairman Robert Gordon 
presented a plaque and noted the 
leadership for the former directors 
that were able to be present for a 
meal and fellowship.

Those recognized, include:
• Jay Beckhusen 

Buckholts, Texas 
Region 3

• Joe Reed 
Kress, Texas 
Region 2

• Bart Thoreson 
Gruver, Texas 
Region 1

“Texas Corn Producers Board is 
able to make a tangible impact for 
the industry because of its farm-
er leaders,” TCPB Executive Di-
rector David Gibson said. “These 
directors’ direction and guidance 
of the organization are what make 
efforts funded through the check-
off an asset to farmers across the 
state.

Thank you to each of these men, 
those unable to attend, and the 
many before them for their dedica-
tion and support these men showed 
the state’s corn industry.

Pictured (top to bottom):  
Jay Beckhusen; Joe Reed;  
Bart Thoreson
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Stephens now organizations’ finance director
A familiar face to Texas Corn Pro-

ducers’ (TCP) office will now be work-
ing full time with the organization. 
Whitney Stephens will be TCP’s Fi-
nance Director starting May 1.

In this role, Stephens manages 
TCP’s finances, as well as state and 
federal compliance.

For the past year, she worked part 
time as the administrative assistant 
for the organization. In this time, she 
has grasped a solid understanding of 
both the corn checkoff and state as-
sociation, and their work on behalf of 
the state’s corn farmers.

Stephens is a Levelland resident, 

who is originally from Tulia, Texas. 
Having grown up in a rural commu-
nity and being an active member of 
4-H, she has a foundational knowl-
edge of agriculture and the industry 
that is an asset to TCP.

New directors join association
At its board meeting April 2 in 

Austin, Texas Corn Producers 
Association (TCPA) board mem-
bers appointed two new directors 
to its board.

Colin Chopelas from Corpus 
Christi was appointed to represent 
farmers in Region 5.

Filling an at large seat, the board 
appointed Hagen Hunt, from 
Kress, Texas.

Chopelas and Hunt are both active 
members of TCPA, having partici-
pated in the association’s efforts in 
a variety of ways. Both men were 
previous participants of the organi-

zation’s Leadership, Activism, Net-
working and Development (LAND) 
program, and completed the LAND 
II program this spring.

TCPA looks forward to their con-
tributions to the association board 
and direction of its efforts.

Trade, ethanol market: Chief discussion points on D.C. visits
While farmers across the state 

were gearing up for planting season 
this spring, putting on their work 
boots and climbing in a tractor, Texas 
Corn Producers Association (TCPA) 
board members, farmer volunteers 
and staff donned suits and heels and 
boarded a plane to D.C.

With the national farm income at a 
low, TCPA worked to take the farm-
er’s plight and issues to the country’s 
legislators. In multiple trips to D.C., 
TCPA met with legislators and their 
staff to shine a light on the financial 
climate for the nation’s farmers and 
the strain of the rural economy.

TCPA stressed the need for the U.S. 
to stabilize and strengthen trade re-
lationships with North American 
neighbors, as well as open the door 
for expanding export markets. In 
the visits, TCPA made a strong call 
to support the United States-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement (USMCA).

“As we continue to reach out to our 
federal lawmakers, TCPA is stress-
ing the importance of passing USM-
CA,” TCPA Executive Vice President 
David Gibson said. “The state of Tex-
as will be the biggest winner of this 
important trade agreement.”

With farmers from the Panhan-

dle to the Coastal 
Bend on the visits, 
D.C. heard first-
hand accounts of 
the impact on re-
gions immediately 
affected by the the 
trade disruption  
and those hurting 
indirectly through 
the market.

In addition to 
discussion on trade 
unrest’s impact on 
the corn industry, 
TCPA advocated 
for innovative eth-
anol policy — in 
effort to not only 
maintain, but 
grow, that market.

“In light of the 
corn stocks and 
prices, it’s impera-
tive that we work 
toward expanding 
markets for corn domestically and 
abroad,” Gibson continued. “Ensur-
ing current ethanol policy is carried 
out with its congressional intent, 
as well as opening opportunities for 
growing this sector of the market is 

key to increasing domestic corn use.”
TCPA appreciates its members who 

took time away from their own farms 
to advocate in D.C. on behalf of the 
the farms across the state of Texas.

Advocates for the Texas corn industry on a 
recent D.C. visit  

(pictured l-r: Charles Ring of Sinton, Producer Relations 
Director Bryce White, Dee Vaughan of Dumas, 

Executive Vice President David Gibson, Gina Sugarek of 
Beeville, Wesley Spurlock of Stratford, Kyla Hamilton of 
Shallowater, Industry Affairs Director Angie Martin, and 

Russell Williams and Julia Andrus of Dalhart
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Facebook.com/TexasCorn
Flickr.com/TexasCorn
Instagram: @TexasCornProducers
Twitter: @TexasCorn
YouTube.com/TexasCorn

www.TexasCorn.org 
4205 N. Interstate 27

Lubbock, Texas 79403
806.763.CORN (2676) phone

806.762.2674 fax

Upcoming Events
Visit www.TexasCorn.org for the most up-to-date list of spring and 

summer field days and other upcoming events. 

May 27 | TCP Office Closed in Observance of Memorial Day
July 4 | TCP Office Closed in Observance of Independence Day

July 15-19 | NCGA Corn Congress | Washington, D.C.
August 19-21 | TCP Board Meetings | Lubbock

MAILING PANEL

Support our  
Corporate Members

Learn how you can become a corporate member at 
www.TexasCorn.org

www.growersnationalcoop.com

www.agtexas.com
www.capitalfarmcredit.comwww.attebury.com

www.netafimusa.com www.pioneer.com
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www.terralseed.com


