
Renewable fuels have been amongst 
the forefront of policy issues facing 
the agricultural industry this year. 
Namely, legislators and the Adminis-
tration have closely looked at the cur-
rent Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), 
which encourages the energy sector to 
incorporate renewable fuels such as 
ethanol in the nation’s fuel supply.

The RFS is integral in maintain-
ing and growing the ethanol market, 
which benefits America’s farmers 
and consumers alike. The legislation 
opens the doors for every American to 
have a clean-burning fuel that helps 
keep air cleaner, and keep consumers 
from emptying their pocketbooks ev-
ery time they pull up to the pump.

Senator Cruz
This issue quickly grabbed head-

lines when Senator Ted Cruz (R-Tex-
as) put a hold on the appointment of 
Bill Northey as an Under Secretary 
for the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (which he did lift in late Febru-
ary). Sen. Cruz expressed a need to 
change the RFS to better suit the 
interests of refiners – particularly 
noting the closure of a Pennsylvania 
refinery and the workers impacted by 
its doors closing.

Since this time, President Don-
ald Trump has held several meet-
ings with his Administration, White 
House staff, Sen. Cruz, and Senators 
from stakeholder states such as Iowa 
and Pennsylvania on possibilities 
moving forward. 

From these White House discus-
sions came talks of placing a cap 

on the RFS’s market mechanism, 
Renewable Identification Numbers 
(RIN). This would create a devastat-
ing situation that directly impacts 
those with an interest in corn and 
ethanol. A study from Purdue Uni-
versity identified that a RIN cap or 
other manipulation would:

• Reduce overall biofuel blending
• Halt investment in higher etha-

nol blend infrastructure
• Drive some domestic ethanol 

plants out of business. 
Additionally, Reid Vapor Pressure 

(RVP) parity was discussed as an op-
tion at these meetings. This would be 
a beneficial option for corn and etha-
nol industries, as well as refiners.

Over recent months in the midst of 
this discussion, Texas Corn Produc-
ers Association (TCPA) has stayed in 
contact with Sen. Cruz, other Texas 
legislators, and the Administration 
to ensure they hear the perspective 
of the state’s corn farmers. Wesley 
Spurlock, the current National Corn 
Growers Association (NCGA) chair-
man and a TCPA board member from 
Stratford, Texas, and TCPA Execu-
tive Vice President David Gibson per-
sonally met with Sen. Cruz in D.C. to 
express farmers’ concerns.

“We appreciate Sen. Cruz listen-
ing to the concerns of farmers in his 
state,” Gibson said. “When we met 
with him, he acknowledged the need 
for a solution that would not hurt any 
of the stakeholders involved.”

In the most recent White House 
meetings this month, many coming 
out of those meetings expressed that 
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CORNer Comments
the moisture situation. So far, we 
have had both extremes from seri-
ous drought on the Plains and in far 
South Texas to excess moisture at 
planting in some portions of North-
east Texas. The price for corn has 
rebounded some from the lows of 
a few months ago to a level that is 
closer to helping producers recover 
the cost of production.  

Policy issues with the farm bill be-
ing debated in D.C. are high on most 
minds, as the current bill expires 
this year. Currently, it is likely little 
changes in corn policy will be seen, 
but much debate is still to be had. 
It would be most important to our 
producers to see the reference price 
raised for corn whether you are in the 
PLC or ARC program. Stay tuned as 
this is a very fluid debate.

The issue of fumonisin was the 
key topic at the recent State Chem-
ist advisory committee meeting. We 
are awaiting more information still 
to come on how and what all policies 

will be revised and/or in effect this 
year. We, along with Texas Cattle 
Feeders Association, have asked for 
more information on the basis for the 
advisory guidelines that are in place. 
Farmers should be aware of the pol-
icies in their crop insurance on how 
potential claims would be handled. 
Growers should also talk to the buy-
ers of their corn about what their pol-
icies will be at harvest. This varied 
across the board this past year, and 
much was learned by both producers, 
elevators and end users.

Producers with questions or com-
ments on these items or other issues 
affecting your operation should con-
tact our office or the directors who 
represent your area, so they can be 
addressed. Our next board meeting 
will be in August where many bud-
get items will be discussed. Our re-
search proposals will be due this fall 
for funding consideration at the De-
cember meeting.

David Gibson 
TCPB Executive Director
CPAT Exec. Vice President

A busy spring has kept everyone 
on the move regarding corn issues 
in Texas. The common story to 
many sections of the state involves 

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas

Having been elected recently, I ap-
preciate this opportunity to serve as 
chairman of Texas Corn Producers 
Board. The checkoff board’s efforts 
for education, promotion and research 
have grown and made a considerable 
impact for the state’s corn farmers 
over the years, and I look forward to 
continue seeing these efforts expand 
and benefit the Texas corn industry.

So far this year, TCPB has been ac-
tive on many fronts. The board has 
advanced educational efforts particu-
larly through agricultural colleges in 
the state, as well as actively develop-
ing new youth educational opportu-
nities. Leading up to planting across 
the state, board members and staff 
have attended countless ag days to 
enhance farmer awareness of TCPB 
activities, and support of farmer edu-
cational opportunities.

As many farmers in the High 
Plains were negatively impacted by 
high fumonisin levels at harvest in 
2017, the board recognized the need 
to further concentrate research ef-
forts in this area. Notably, at its most 
recent board meeting, the checkoff 
board approved funding aimed to ad-
vance our knowledge and mitigation 
opportunities for fumonisin in corn.

The drought monitor this year is 
not looking favorable, and lack of 
moisture will amplify challenges for 
our farmers this year. TCPB contin-
ues to work on market development 
opportunities for Texas farmers. Stay 
up-to-date on all TCPB activities on-
line at www.TexasCorn.org.

Texas Corn Producers Board has a new logo! A new website will be 
launching later this summer. Stay in the know with the state’s corn industry 

at www.TexasCorn.org!
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TCPB election results
Three incumbents return, two new directors

In the thirteenth statewide elec-
tion since the Texas Corn Producers 
Board (TCPB) became a statewide 
entity in 1990, five board members 
were elected, appointed or re-elected 
in the organization’s biennial elec-
tions held in January. 

In Voting Region One, Jarret 
Bowers of Dallam County will join 
the board this year. He will serve 
alongside Mark Howard of Dallam 
County who was re-elected to repre-
sent this voting region that covers 
the Panhandle. 

Todd Kimbrell of Hill County was 
appointed by the board to represent a 
vacant seat in Voting Region Three, 
which encompasses North and Cen-
tral Texas. Aaron Martinka of Mi-
lam County was re-elected to serve 
in this region.

Charles Ring of San Patricio 
County will continue to serve in 
Voting Region Four – covering the 
Coastal Bend.

The Texas Department of Agricul-
ture ratified the results of the elec-
tions Monday, Feb. 12.

The five board members were sworn 
in by Patrick Dudley, Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture, on March 28, 
2018, during TCPB’s board meeting 
in Dallas. Each person elected will 
serve a six-year term, or until the 
year 2024.

News releases and legal notices on 
the referendum and elections were sent 
to major newspapers in the regions 
where elections were held. The voting 
period was from Jan. 15-29, 2018. 

The next election will be in 2020 
with five seats up for election.

At its spring meeting, Texas Corn 
Producers Board elected new offi-
cers to lead the checkoff board, as 
well as discuss and review its ongo-
ing research, educational, and pro-
motional efforts.

The board held nominations and 
elections for board officers, and 
unanimously elected:

• Chairman 
Robert Gordon of Dalhart

• Vice Chairman 
Aaron Martinka of Buckholts

• Secretary 
Daniel Berglund of Wharton

• Treasurer 
Mark Howard of Dalhart

TCPB appreciates the dedication 
and service of outgoing officers: 
Scott Averhoff of Waxahachie, Ste-

ven Yoder of Dalhart, and Jimmy 
Wedel of Lubbock.

Additionally, the board continued 
discussion from its December meet-
ing regarding research needs related 
to fumonisin.

Fumonisin rose to the forefront of 
production concerns for many Texas 
corn farmers, when high levels were 
observed in much of the High Plains 
of the state.

While TCPB has long supported re-
search efforts related to mycotoxins, 
which includes fumonisin, there was 
certainly renewed concern to amplify 
efforts in mitigating losses for farmers.

The board voted to fund two sepa-
rate fumonisin research efforts, in-
cluding Reducing Fumonisin Risk 
Through Resistant Hybrids and Fun-

gicide Treatment in the Texas, and 
an evaluation of fumonisin levels in 
corn coming out of storage.

TCPB is hopeful this research will 
provide valuable insight to scientists 
to better advise farmers on methods 
of mitigating risks from fumonisin.

This funding is in addition to multi-
ple other research project efforts that 
received board approval and funds in 
the fall.

TCPB will work with Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research to ensure results 
from these studies are made avail-
able to farmers.

If there are issues you feel TCPB 
should be aware of in your region, 
please let the checkoff board know by 
contacting the office or a board mem-
ber in your district.

Checkoff board elects new officers, 
funds fumonisin research

Averhoff concludes TCP board service
Scott Averhoff, of Waxahachie, 

Texas, recently concluded his tenure 
as a board member for Texas Corn 
Producers (TCP) - having served 18 
years on the state’s corn checkoff and 
association boards.

Throughout his many years of ser-
vice, Averhoff dedicated countless 
hours toward the betterment of the 
industry. From aflatoxin mitigation 
efforts, to national leadership such 
as U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Grain Inspection Advisory Commit-
tee and National Corn Growers Asso-

ciation’s action teams, to serving as 
chairman of the Texas Corn Produc-
ers Board (TCPB). Averhoff played an 
integral role in ensuring the state’s 
corn farmers had products available 
to them to mitigate aflatoxin risks.

Averhoff and his wife, Arleen, and 
family have been advocates in the 
industry on many fronts. They’ve 
worked to engage with consumers 
and decision makers on corn issues 
and worked to build involvement of 
new leaders within the industry.

Though Averhoff has completed his 

leadership on TCP’s board of direc-
tors, he and Arleen remain active in 
the industry and the board’s efforts.

The Averhoffs continue to support 
research efforts and donate the dis-
tribution of FourSureTM as TCPB 
works to get it labeled and approved 
for use in the state. The product 
will offer another tool to farmers 
against aflatoxin. 

TCP thanks Averhoff for his dedica-
tion to the Texas corn industry, and 
to his wife and family for their ongo-
ing support.
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A note from the President...
 Association News

Joe Reed
TCPA President

Kress, Texas

Association meets, discusses pertinent issues, votes 
for name change, appoints Sugarek to board

Spring is a time for change, and the 
state’s corn association discussed a 
number of changing matters for corn 
farmers.

In addition to the renewable fu-
els issue highlighted in this edition 
of the newsletter, the farm bill and 
trade have been amongst the fore-
front of issues facing the agricultural 
industry - in a fluidly changing polit-
ical climate.

As the Administration continues 
to evaluate the nation’s trade policy 
and relations, those in agriculture 
have had much to consider - from for-
eign trade retaliations to protecting 
strong existing trade markets. Par-
ticularly of note, the association con-
tinues to work with others in the in-
dustry to ensure the administration 
understands the importance of main-
taining a positive trade relationship 
with our North American partners - 
as Mexico is a strong, viable market 
for corn.

The farm bill has been high on the 
list of priorities as well, as the exist-
ing bill is set to expire at the end of 
this fiscal year. 

In April, association members, 
board members, and staff went to 
D.C. to meet with legislators and 
discuss the priorities and needs of 
the state’s corn farmers on these 
issues. Overall, the conversations 
were fruitful. The association con-
tinues to monitor these matters as 
they progress.

In addition to reviewing priority is-
sues, the association board voted to 
adopt a name change, now going by 
“Texas Corn Producers Association.” 
This change allows the association to 
be quickly identified as representing 
the state’s corn farmers, and relat-
able to legislators and farmers alike.

The board also appointed a new 
board member at its recent meeting. 
Jim Sugarek, of Beeville, Texas, was 
appointed to fill a vacant At Large seat.

Sugarek is no stranger to the as-
sociation, as he and his wife, Gina, 
participated in the association’s new 
leader program: Leadership, Activ-
ism, Networking and Development 
(LAND), and has served as an ac-
tion team member at a national level 
through National Corn Growers As-
sociation for the past 2 years.

The association sends out regular 
updates to its membership via email 
and on its social media. Stay in the 
know by signing up for eNewsletters 
online at www.TexasCorn.org.

Rain. While rain isn’t something 
many Texas farmers have seen much 
of so far this season, we are seeing a 
“storm” of policy issues at the federal 
level in recent months.

As the year began, the agricultur-
al industry anticipated discussion on 
the new farm bill. Progress is steadi-
ly being made on the new farm bill, 
as the House Committee on Agricul-
ture passed its proposed legislation 
out of committee in April. Monitoring 
the intricacies of this important bill, 
and its potential impact on Texas 
corn farmers is of the utmost impor-
tance to the Texas Corn Producers 
(TCP), and we continue to advocate 
for sound farm policy on this front.

Trade and renewable fuels are two 
developing issues on the agricultur-
al front. The association has worked 
with others in the agricultural indus-
try to ensure the Administration un-
derstands the value of a positive trade 
climate for the industry, as exports 

continue to be a valuable market for 
corn and corn products – as well as 
an opportunity for market growth.

Additionally, TCP held multiple 
meetings in recent months with our 
state’s senators and other stakehold-
ers regarding the Renewable Fuel 
Standard (RFS). The association 
continues to offer its legislators and 
Administration insight on the sig-
nificance of ethanol and renewable 
fuels to the corn market – as well as 
a cleaner future for all of America’s 
consumers.

As these matters continue to prog-
ress, I encourage you to be a part 
of sharing the farmer’s perspective. 
You can be involved by simply being 
a member of Texas Corn Producers 
Association and supporting the or-
ganization that ensures your voice is 
heard in D.C. You can also actively 
participate in the association’s calls 
to action – when policy makers most 
need to hear from farmers.
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RVP parity was a viable way of mov-
ing forward, and a RIN cap was no 
longer being considered. However, the 
Administration will be exploring real-
location of RINs from exempted small 
refinery gallons to ethanol exports.

Senator Cornyn
Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) has 

led a separate effort that has been in 
the works for approximately one year. 
Sen. Cornyn and his staff have dili-
gently worked with stakeholders from 
various industries, including corn, 
ethanol, refineries, and retailers, on 
a legislative option that would ad-
dress some parties’ concerns with the 
existing RFS, while still driving in-
novation on the renewable fuels front.

Spurlock, who has worked along-
side Gibson to ensure Sen. Cornyn 
and his staff understand the perspec-

Clearing the air: Renewable fuels
continued from p. 1

tive of corn farmers, expressed hope 
for Cornyn’s bill in the long run.

“Senator Cornyn’s bill is trying to 
do a long-term legislative fix for the 
future of liquid fuels,” Spurlock said. 
“This would be a fix for the refiners 
of Texas, the ethanol plants, as well 
as our corn farmers – so we have the 
corn grind that continues going into 
the ethanol industry. It is also a good 
deal for the consumers of Texas, as 
it encourages higher octane blends 
of ethanol, which is the cheapest oc-
tane, so it becomes the most afford-
able fuel at the pump.”

Corn Farmers’ Role in the 
Conversation

TCPA and other state corn associ-
ations continue to play a vital role in 
the ongoing conversation as discus-

sions regarding renewable fuels move 
forward.

Spurlock reiterated the value of a 
thriving corn market on all fronts 
for farmers – emphasizing that a re-
duced or lost market would impact 
corn carryover and ultimately lower 
the price for corn.

“The work of corn associations 
is key in advocating for holding or 
growing current markets for farm-
ers,” Spurlock said. “I encourage 
Texas farmers to respond to any 
TCPA or NCGA calls to action by 
contacting your representatives, so 
they hear your voice and understand 
where you’re at financially on your 
family farms.”

Texas Corn Producers Board wel-
comes one of its newest board mem-
bers, Jarret Bowers. 

Bowers of Dalhart, Texas, joined 
the board this year, representing Dal-
lam County in Voting Region One, 
which encompasses the Panhandle. 

Bowers was born and raised in 
Dalhart on his family’s ranching op-
eration. Upon completing high school, 
Bowers pursued higher education 
at Texas Tech University where he 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural economics. 

“After college, I returned to the 
ranch in 1999, and in 2002 I leased 
ground from my father,” Bowers said. 
“By 2010, I purchased my first piece 
of farmland.”

Bowers’ background in agricul-
ture is deeply rooted. Since 2010, 
his farming operation has grown to 
a total of 2,100 acres of corn, wheat 
and sorghum. Along with his farm-
ing operation, Bowers wears many 
other hats such as a husband, father, 
rancher and marketing manager of 
Green Country Equipment.

Throughout all his endeavors, 
Bowers keeps his family at the fore-
front. Bowers’ wife, Jennifer, is a 
high school teacher at Dalhart High 

Director Spotlight: Jarret Bowers
School. Together, they have two chil-
dren – an 11-year-old daughter, Jolie, 
and 8-year-old son, Dylan. 

“I already knew a few of the current 
board members, and I wanted to have 
a voice on agricultural issues and the 
impact of regulations and policies on 
farmers,” Bowers said. “I want to do 
my part to help the family farm.”

Bowers will join the efforts of 
TCPB to further the reach of the 
corn industry in Texas. Through a 
voluntary checkoff program, TCPB 
creates better marketing opportu-
nities for farmers. The volunteers 
such as Bowers dedicate their time 
and knowledge to the board who di-
rect its research, education and pro-
motion efforts to ensure the state’s 
corn-farming families prosper.

“Within agriculture, my biggest 
passion is innovation,” Bowers said. 
“Formally, I was a precision ag spe-
cialist for John Deer, that is where 
this passion developed.” 

Bowers was sworn in alongside four 
re-elected board members on March 
28, 2018, during TCPB’s board meet-
ing in Dallas by Patrick Dudley, 
Texas Department of Agriculture. 
He will serve a six-year term, which 
ends in 2024.

Bowers says he is happy to have 
been elected to serve on the board 
where he hopes to be an asset to the 
organization and corn farmers across 
the state.

Stay tuned in future editions 
as TCPB highlights other new 
board members!

Jarret Bowers
TCPB Board Member

Dalhart, Texas
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Texas Corn Producers Associa-
tion (TCPA) is a strong supporter 
of investing in the future – espe-
cially students! In December, the 
board approved scholarships for 
students beginning their student 
teaching assignment for agricul-
tural education. Currently, stu-
dents at Tarleton State Universi-
ty, Texas A&M University, Texas 
Tech University, and West Texas 
A&M University are eligible for 
the program.

“We realize ag teachers make 
a difference in the future of our 
youth and the agricultural in-
dustry,” Lauren Prine, the TCPA 
education & producer relations 
director, said. ”Through our agri-
cultural science educator scholar-
ships, the association is aiming to 
build relationships with ag educa-
tors across the state.”

This spring, TCPA awarded 
$500 scholarships to six individu-
als from three universities. Recip-
ients include:

Tarleton State
• Casandra Jevic 

from San Antonio, Texas
• McKenna Skidmore 

from Arp, Texas
Texas Tech
• Kayla Hughes 

from Helotes, Texas
• Ashley Semler 

from Plano, Texas
West Texas A&M
• Jacy Brown 

from Friendswood, Texas
• Malia Marion 

from Crowley, Texas
Applicants for the scholarship 

are required to be in their student 
teaching semester(s) and a mem-
ber of TCPA.

“We were pleased to see many 
quality students take the time to 
apply for the scholarship program. 
We feel this first semester of the 
program has been a success, with 
many recipients recently giving us 
an update on their student teach-
ing experience,” Prine said.

As a part of the scholarship re-
quirements, award winners are 
asked to choose one of three ways 

TCPA starts new scholarship for beginning ag teachers
to represent Texas Corn Producers 
(TCP) in their community by:

1. Representing TCP at their 
school’s next semester’s block

2. Teach a corn-based lesson 
while student teaching

3. Assist at a TCP event such 
as a field day, farmer func-
tion, etc.

Four of the six winners chose 
to bring corn into the classroom. 
Kayla Hughes, a student teacher 
at Medina Valley High School, 
gave her students a broad view 
of the corn industry - emphasiz-
ing the lesser-known ways corn 
is used.

“Texas Corn Producers Associa-
tion is proud to be a supporter of 
young people who are beginning 
their career as educators,” Jim-
my Wedel, the chairman of TCP’s 
advertising, promotion & educa-
tion committee, said. “Through 
exposure to ag teachers with this 
program, our organization is able 
to become a resource to educa-
tors, and expand our educational 
efforts to youth and communities 
throughout the state.”

As many of these award winners 
reach graduation this May, we look 
forward to following their careers 
as educators. Through our curric-
ulum, membership incentive pro-
grams, grants and more, TCPA is 
pleased to offer support to agricul-
tural science teachers in Texas.

Kayla Hughes, student teacher 
and TCPA scholarship recipient, 
teaches lesson on corn and its 

uses to her students.

Student at Medina Valley 
High School works on 

marketing label highlighting 
corn-based products.

Follow Texas Corn on social 
media for updates on 

future award recipients and 
scholarship opportunities!
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In May, Texas Corn Producers 
welcomed two new staff members to 
its office.

Whitney Stephens (pictured far 
right) will be assisting with adminis-
trative needs of the office, and serve 
as the clerical assistant. Stephens is a 
Levelland resident, who is originally 
from Tulia, Texas. Having grown up 
in a rural community and being an 
active member of 4-H, she has a foun-
dational knowledge of agriculture and 
the industry that will be an asset to 
TCP in this role.

Hope Huneke (pictured right), of 
Waxahachie, Texas, is the organiza-
tion’s new communications intern.

Huneke is a junior at Texas Tech 
University, working toward a degree 
in agricultural communications.

In her time at Texas Tech, Huneke has 
been an active competitor on the uni-
versity’s rodeo team. In addition to her 
equestrian background, she was very ac-
tive in FFA throughout high school.

Huneke will be assisting with the 
development of a variety of communi-
cation pieces, including social media 
and website management, newsletters 
and more.

TCP board member recognized for service to U.S. Grains Council
Charles Ring, of Sinton, Texas, was 

recognized at the U.S. Grains Coun-
cil’s Annual Membership Meeting in 
February for his service to the orga-
nization.

Ring, a longtime Texas Corn Pro-
ducers board member, began his work 
with USGC in 2006, and was made a 
voting delegate in 2009. 

Notably, Ring was elected to the 
USGC’s board of directors and served 
three terms, of which the last term 
ended in July 2017.

“Charles always brought a unique 
perspective to our discussions and 
he always challenged the Board’s 
thinking,” USGC President and CEO 
Thomas Sleight said. “His location 
in South Texas allows him to under-
stand trade in a very direct way with 
his corn delivered directly to Mexi-
co and his sorghum loaded for boats 
headed for China.”

As an active part of the organiza-
tion, Ring served on every adviso-
ry team or committee of USGC, in-

cluding acting 
as the Asia 
A d v i s o r y 
Team Leader. 
Throughout his 
continued ser-
vice with the 
organization, 
Ring hosted 
numerous trade 
teams at his 
farm in South 
Texas.

“Charles has 
demonstrated 
a commitment 
to promoting 
grains com-
modities in any 
form based on sound science and in-
tegrity,” Sleight said. “He has provid-
ed an invaluable producer perspec-
tive as a member of Council teams 
meeting with industry and govern-
mental leaders, current and potential 
customers, foreign stakeholders, and 

fellow Council delegates. He exhibits 
steady leadership, vision and spirit of 
cooperation which enhance the con-
tributions he makes to the industry.”

TCP thanks Charles for his willing-
ness to serve the state’s corn farmers 
through USGC.

TCP welcomes clerical assistant and communications intern to team
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Upcoming Events

Texas Corn Producers board meetings will be held  
August 20-22 in Lubbock, Texas.

Field days are gearing up across the state! Visit www.TexasCorn.org for 
the most up-to-date list of events.

Support our  
Corporate Members

Learn how you can become a corporate member at 
www.TexasCorn.org

www.growersnationalcoop.com www.netafimusa.com www.pioneer.com

www.agtexas.comwww.agrible.com
www.capitalfarmcredit.comwww.attebury.com
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