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TCPB-Funded fumonisin research 
yields promising results

After a tough harvest in 2017, farm-
ers in the panhandle have good news 
on the horizon. Texas A&M AgriLife 
researcher, Jenny Jennings, Ph.D., 
recently announced the preliminary 
results of a fumonisin feeding trial 
using feedlot cattle at the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Bushland Research Center. 

As corn harvest in the Texas Pan-
handle came to an end in 2017, farm-
ers received reports of abnormally 
high fumonisin levels in their corn. 
This began a series of problems for 
corn farmers who faced substan-
tial discounts at the elevators and 
on their loans with the Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC). In addi-
tion, some faced regulatory fees and 
oversight from Office of the Texas 
State Chemist (OTSC).

Most of the negative impacts 
stemmed from the interpretation of 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
(FDA) feeding guidelines for fumon-
isin. According to the FDA, the rec-
ommended fumonisin feeding levels 
for ruminant animals is set at 30 
parts per million (ppm) – a number 
that came from a small amount of re-
search conducted back in the 1990s. 

This is why Texas Corn Producers 
Board (TCPB) partnered with Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Research, Texas 
Cattle Feeders Association (TCFA), 
and other supporters to fund new 
research to better understand the 
effect of feeding fumonisin-infested 
corn to cattle.

Jennings conducted the study to 
determine what risks, if any, come 
with feeding fumonisin in beef cat-

tle diets. In order to fill the gaps left 
by the previous studies, Jennings fed 
49 steers different corn rations con-
taining various levels of fumonisin of 
15, 30, 60 and 90 ppm, respectively 
– with a control group being fed less 
than 5 ppm.

The steers were fed for 110 days 
before being harvested. During pro-
cessing, Jennings monitored the mar-
bling scores, ribeye measurements, 
quality and yield grades, as well as 
the liver for any abnormalities.

“We are still waiting for data from 
the tissue results, but we expect 
those around the first of the year,” 
Jennings said.

Even with partial results from the 
study available, the evidence has 
been enough to change testing re-
quirements from the OTSC. In addi-
tion, the OTSC sent Jennings’ report 
of the study to the FDA to consider 
updating the feeding guidelines for 
beef cattle.

“While this study only speaks to 
beef cattle diets, this could prove to 
be a major relief to Texas corn farm-
ers,” David Gibson, TCPB executive 
director, said. More than 96 percent 
of Texas corn goes into feeding the 
livestock industry.

 “I am so happy and fortunate to 
be a part of this project that has had 
such a positive impact on corn and 
cattle industries,” Jennings said. 

Texas Corn Producers will continue 
to monitor any regulatory relief that 
comes from Jennings’ research. For 
more information, visit us online at 
www.TexasCorn.org.
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CORNer Comments
as decisions have to be made prior to 
signing up for Title One programs. 
There will be much more coming on 
this as the rules are written pertain-
ing to ARC or PLC. Stay tuned; we 
will share all this information as it 
becomes available.

Watching markets will again be 
key this year: as we now are look-
ing at $4 corn on the board for next 
December. With some of our local ba-
sis, this is near a break-even price 
for many – but certainly not where 
we want to be to have a good return 
on investment. Trade agreements 
and disputes will be something to 
watch very closely as they could have 
a large impact on the markets this 
year. Planting intentions may also 
heavily weigh on the market. Many 
analysts expect to see more acres go-
ing to corn on a national scale, while 
here in Texas we will probably see 
cotton acres increase again.

All input costs seem to be on the 
rise. How you plan input costs such 
as seed, fertilizer and chemicals 
could help lower your cost for growing 
a crop this year.

We don’t anticipate much difference 
in crop insurance with the enactment 

of the new farm bill, but you still 
need to have a good, open dialogue 
with your agent as you select your 
coverages for 2019.

Seed selection could be key in ad-
dressing fumonisin concerns, as 
there are certainly some differences 
in varieties. Visit with your seed sup-
plier about this if you have concerns 
over this issue. The TCPB-funded 
fumonisin feeding trial research 
through Texas A&M AgriLife may be 
of particular interest. The AgriLife 
corn specialist can provide some good 
input on this as well.

Planting dates are very import-
ant to profitable production. On the 
High Plains we have seen some large 
variations in planting from late April 
thru May, and now even into the mid-
dle of June. A lot of this variation 
has shown to benefit irrigation water 
management, and avoid some of the 
highest temperatures at pollination. 
Again, Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion has put together some valuable 
information on this through projects 
funded by TCPB.

I hope 2019 will be one of the best 
years for your farm.

David Gibson 
TCPB Executive Director
TCPA Exec. Vice President

Rolling into a new year, 2019 
brings new excitement and anticipa-
tion for all producers. Many decisions 
on planting, varieties, fertility, mar-
keting, crop insurance coverage, and 
of course all the unexpected decisions 
that will come up.

A new farm bill is enacted and will 
require some thought and planning, 

A key effort state corn checkoff 
funds go to is research. At our recent 
board meeting, Texas Corn Produc-
ers Board approved funding for 14 
research projects for the year ahead. 

Funded research efforts span the 
scope of corn breeding, disease and 
insect management, irrigation prac-
tices, and production management. 
Ultimately, our hope is these efforts 
lead to advancements and knowledge 
that enables Texas corn farmers to 
profitably grow the crop throughout 
the state, while mitigating losses.

A recent “win” in our research ef-
forts are the recently released results 

of fumonisin feeding trials. TCPB 
funded the feeding trials alongside 
Texas Cattle Feeders Association. 
The results are promising. I encour-
age you to read the article on the full 
findings in this newsletter.

As we go into the new year, I am 
hopeful for a promising 2019 crop. 
If you have any issues or concerns 
the checkoff program can address on 
behalf of corn farmers, please reach 
out to the board members in your 
region or contact the TCPB office at 
806.763.CORN (2676).

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas

FOLLOW TEXAS CORN ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR UPDATES 
ON TCPB-FUNDED RESEARCH, AS WELL AS OTHER EFFORTS 

FUNDED BY THE STATE’S CHECKOFF!
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Host of research projects to be funded  
through TCPB checkoff this year

Each fall, Texas Corn Producers 
Board (TCPB) accepts research pro-
posals. The research committee then 
reviews proposals from researchers 
across the state to determine the di-
rection of funding. Research goals 
vary, but typically work toward re-
ducing time and fiscal expenses for 
farmers, while capitalizing market 
opportunities in the state.

Approximately 35 percent of check-
off dollars are dedicated to funding 
research projects each year. By fund-
ing cutting-edge research programs 
with checkoff dollars, TCPB is invest-
ing in innovation and funding the fu-
ture of corn farmers. 

The TCPB research committee re-
viewed many research proposals in 
November and selected 14 projects to 
recommend for board funding for the 
upcoming year. TCPB approved these 

research initiatives at its board meet-
ing at the end of November. 

Research Committee Chairman 
Charles Ring said the goal of the com-
mittee is to provide tools for farmers. 
Ultimately, the fruits of this research 
aid farmers in increasing yields, 
while also conserving resources and 
reducing inputs. By funding the se-
lected projects, TCPB aims to combat 
and solve common industry issues. 

“Through the Texas Corn Produc-
ers Board, we are able to fund myco-
toxin research, as well as other proj-
ects important to the industry, which 
greatly benefits corn farmers across 
the state,” Ring said. 

The research committee hopes the 
information and data will reach the 
farmers and assist their operations 
as a result of funding the research 
projects, Ring elaborated. 

Funding research is one way TCPB 
helps farmers by providing them with 
tools to ultimately increased produc-
tion rates, while also decreasing the 
resources required to grow the crops. 
Whether it’s research on irrigation, 
production and management, policy, 
or corn breeding, they all have a com-
mon goal of creating products and 
solutions that protect the farmer’s 
wallet and livelihood.

“The research committee’s ultimate 
goal is to make progress and create 
the greatest profitability for produc-
ers,” Ring said. 

Access full details about the 
board’s research funding propos-
als and view archives of previously 
funded projects by visiting our web-
site at TexasCorn.org.

2019 TCPB-FUNDED RESEARCH

CORN BREEDING DISEASE & INSECT 
MANAGEMENT

IRRIGATION 
PRACTICES

PRODUCTION & 
MANAGEMENT
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A note from the President...
 Association News

I’m glad to say we’re starting the 
new year with a new farm bill in 
place. As rules are set for the new-
ly-passed farm bill, I encourage you 
to keep abreast of this new policy by 
following Texas Corn Producers As-
sociation online for aspects impacting 
corn production. Knowing the farm 
policy we are working with as we go 
into planting season does set some 
parts of our mind at ease.

However, there continues to be un-
rest in other market aspects for corn 
farmers. From ongoing trade negotia-
tions to ethanol market disruptions, 
we have our work cut out for us in 
the year ahead. On a state-front, the 
Texas legislature is also in session – 
bringing with it more local matters 
for us to closely watch, including wa-

ter rights and continuing local con-
trol of water resources.

Your ongoing membership is es-
sential to enabling TCPA to ensure 
the farmer’s voice is heard by the 
policy makers in Austin and D.C. 
If you haven’t already, I encourage 
you to join or renew your mem-
bership at www.TexasCorn.org to 
support the association’s efforts to 
be your advocate. If you are facing 
any issues you’d like us to address 
in our regular visits with state and 
federal lawmakers, I encourage you 
to reach out to the association board 
member in your region or contact 
the TCPA office directly. I wish you 
the best as you go into planting sea-
son – Happy New Year!

Wesley Spurlock
TCPA President
Stratford, Texas

During harvest season most farm-
ers work from sunrise to sunset in 
the crisp fall weather: racing their 
combines through fields of gold. 
However, some farmers were able to 
catch a brief reprieve from the busy 
season for an opportunity to engage 
with fans that enjoy watching a dif-
ferent type of racing. 

At the beginning of November, 
farmer volunteers and staff from 
across the country gathered at Tex-
as Motor Speedway in Fort Worth to 
talk to NASCAR fans about some-
thing every race car needs to make 
it around the racetrack – ethanol! 
Texas Corn Producers (TCP) made 
its way to the NASCAR race week-
end, for the sixth consecutive year, 
to engage with race fans about the 
agricultural industry. 

Throughout the promotion, TCP 
volunteers and staff visited with 
NASCAR goers about the E15 rac-
ing fuel used in the gas tank of ev-
ery race car, and how it ultimately 
burns cleaner than any other cur-
rently available fuel source. Not 
only does ethanol reduce green-
house gas emissions to create clean-
er air for everyone to breathe, but it 
also decreases the use of non-renew-
able natural resources.

“As the years 
have gone on, 
the Texas Corn 
Producers’ de-
sire for the NA-
SCAR promo-
tion has been 
to educate. So, 
we look at this 
event as a way 
to engage with 
our urban fam-
ilies that buy 
food, fuel, and 
clothes every 
day and teach 
them about 
American agri-
culture,” Wesley 
Spurlock, TCPA 
president and 
farmer from 
Stratford, said.

Thousands of guests visited the 
large exhibit at the track’s Midway 
during the weekend’s events. The 
#PoweredByCorn exhibit, hosted by 
TCP and American Ethanol, includ-
ed a tractor from Holt Agribusiness, 
Texas Farm Bureau’s harvest ex-
perience and mobile learning barn, 
Austin Dillon’s #3 show car, and the 
biofuel mobile education center. Each 

element of the display allowed farm-
ers and volunteers to engage in con-
versations with consumers. Volun-
teers answered questions regarding 
today’s farming practices and demon-
strated how corn is used in the feed, 
fuel, and fiber industry every day. 

The race to a cleaner environment

Volunteers and staff from across the nation 
gathered tor an agricultural education and 

ethanol promotion at Texas Motor Speedway

continued on p. 6
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National Corn Yield Contest winners announced
Last month, the National Corn 

Growers Association (NCGA) an-
nounced the 2018 National Corn 
Yield Contest winners. Corn farmers 
exhibited strong participation and 
pushed through production and mar-
ket challenges to achieve competitive 
yields in this year’s contest.

Pulling ahead of the pack from Tex-
as, Tommy and Valerie Cartrite 
of Sunray placed third national-
ly in the irrigated division coming in 
with 350.6258 bushels per acre with 
Pioneer’s P1828AMTM.

While there is no overall contest 
winner, yields from first, second and 
third place overall production catego-
ries topped out at 477.6877 bushels 
per acre.

The National Corn Yield Contest 
provides farmers with more than an 
opportunity to compete Roger Zyls-
tra, chair of NCGA’s Stewardship Ac-
tion Team, says.

“While participating in friendly 
competition, yield contest partici-

pants create and share information 
that shapes the future of the indus-
try. Contest winners, at the state and 
national levels, find innovative ways 
to help their fellow farmers excel in 
a variety of situations. Emphasizing 
innovation both from growers and 
technology providers, our contest en-
ables us to meet the growing demand 
for food, feed, fuel and fiber.”

Zylstra mentions corn farmers’ ini-
tial interest to join NCGA stems from 
the competition, but members become 
increasingly involved and supportive 
of the association’s efforts as they be-
come more engaged and aware of its 
many activities. 

View all national and state contest 
winners at www.NCGA.com.

Texas Corn Producers (TCP) 
would like to thank all who partic-
ipated and congratulate our state 
contest winners.

Winners receive national recog-
nition in publications such as the 
NCYC Corn Yield Guide, as well as 

cash trips or other awards from par-
ticipating sponsoring seed, chemi-
cal and crop protection companies. 
The winners will be honored during 
this year’s Commodity Classic in 
Orlando, Fl. 

The National Corn Yield Contest 
has allowed farmers to engage in 
healthy competition among peers for 
more than 50 years. This friendly 
rivalry helps maximize corn produc-
tion, which helps feed and fuel the 
world. It’s more than competition and 
recognition; it’s an opportunity to 
learn from years past. 

Interested in participating in the 
2019 National Corn Contest? All Tex-
as Corn Producers Association mem-
bers are eligible to compete. Com-
plete details are available online at 
www.NCGA.com.

Rank Entrant Name City Hybrid Brand Number Yield
Division A: Non-Irrigated 

1 Chad Wetzel Tom Bean Axis 65H25 150.8026

2 Justin Hansen Lorena Dyna-Gro D57VP51 116.8378

Division E: No-Till/Strip-Till Irrigated

1 Craig Cartrite Sunray Pioneer P1828AMTM 311.5715

2 Bill Graff Dalhart DEKALB DKC66-74RIB 294.2283

3 Brian Graff Dalhart DEKALB DKC64-34RIB 292.0877

Division I: Irrigated

1 Tommy & Valerie Cartrite Sunray Pioneer P1828AMTM 350.6258

2 Kent Cartrite Sunray DEKALB DKC70-27RIB 346.9714

* Kent Cartrite Sunray Dyna-Gro D58VC37 343.6220

* Tommy & Valerie Cartrite Sunray DEKALB DKC70-27RIB 336.4650

* Tommy & Valerie Cartrite Sunray Dyna-Gro D58VC37 334.1266

3 Jody Bezner Texline Pioneer P1197AMTTM 304.7309

State Rankings
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Agricultural education and ethanol promotion, cont.
Krista Willis, a third-time volun-

teer for the event and Minnesota 
farmer, spent the weekend sharing 
her farming experiences with fans 
and explained to consumers how corn 
makes it to their gas tanks and gro-
cery stores. 

 “Throughout the years at NA-
SCAR, we have had the opportunity 
to talk with consumers and help them 
make the connection of how corn is 
used to produce ethanol products, 
and also used to produce DDGs at the 
same time that help feed livestock – 
and in the end, produce a good steak 
that we all like to eat,” Willis said.

As NASCAR fans learned about 
family-owned and operated farms, 
safety, innovation, and sustainabili-
ty, they also gained the chance to be 
entered in prize giveaways through-
out the weekend. While fans raced 
through the exhibit to be entered in 
the giveaways, volunteers cruised 
through the campgrounds and infield 
to strike up conversations with camp-
ers about the renewable fuel, where 
it comes from, and the role it plays in 
our society.

Volunteer and Nebraska farmer, 
Debbie Borg, had the opportunity to 
share her story and engage in conver-
sations with fans about family oper-
ated farms and ranches. 

“I had the chance to ask people the 
most surprising fact they learned, 
and I found the number one response 
was that 98.5% of farms and ranches 
in Texas are operated by families,” 
Borg said. “This is a great place to 
share our story and show that farm-
ing and ranching is done by families 
just like us; The only difference is 
we look different than we did back 
in 1930.”

Borg attended the event with her 
daughter, Heidi. Debbie said she 
knows it’s important to share the story 
of how safe and affordable food makes 
it to the dinner tables of consumers 
across the nation every opportunity 
she gets and to include her family in 
the process. While attending the event 
with Heidi, Debbie said she is proud to 
be a farm mom raising the next gener-
ation of agriculturalists.

 As volunteers engaged 
in conversation with 
the campers they also 
gave away a tremendous 
amount of American Eth-
anol green starter flags, 
which could be seen all 
the way from the Texa 
Corn Producers Loud 
& Proud Pre-race Show 
Powered by American 
Ethanol. The concert fea-
tured one of the country’s 
most popular Texas coun-
try music artists, Josh 
Abbott Band, and drew in 
a great crowd during the 
weekend-long promotion. 

TCP amped up the ex-
citement by sending ra-
dio stations across the 
state concert and race 
tickets to be given away 
– as well as ethanol and 
agricultural trivia to 
grasp the interest of lis-
teners. The event gained 
a considerable amount of 
presence not only on the 
track, but throughout 
the entire state from ra-
dio stations taking part 
and giving away the 
tickets to listeners. 

This promotion was 
made possible from the 
support of fellow organi-
zations who also saw val-
ue in this event, including 
Kansas Corn Growers, 
Minnesota Corn Growers, 
Nebraska Corn Growers, 
and Texas Farm Bureau.

The weekend allowed 
TCP the opportunity to 
gain an even bigger out-
reach and educate thousands about 
the importance of agriculture, the 
different uses of corn, and benefits of 
ethanol. The 2018 promotion at Texas 
Motor Speedway was a huge success 
and couldn’t have been done without 
all of those who took the time to come 
out and volunteer!

Children visiting the #PoweredByCorn 
Midway display had the opportunity to 
participate in a number of educational 
activities, including Farm Tic-Tac-Toe to 

learn the animals that eat corn.
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TCP hosts fifth LAND program
In August, farm couples from 

across the state gathered in Fort 
Worth to learn more about the fu-
ture of agriculture and how they 
could help the industry.

Participants in the 2018 class of 
Leadership, Activism, Networking, 
Development (LAND) program were: 

• Scott & Allison Brorman 
Vega, Texas

• Jeffery & Amy Carlson 
Hereford, Texas

• Dustin & Ashley Dickerson 
Weslaco, Texas

• Matt & Rachel Faver 
Anton, Texas

• Casey & Mindy Hicks 
Whitewright, Texas

• Kevin & Alyson Hoffman 
Eagle Lake, Texas

• Bryce and Kalley Howard 
Dalhart, Texas

• Ryan & Jeralyn Novak 
Floresville, Texas

• Joey & Jennifer Rieder 
Sinton, Texas

• Greg & Kristy Slough 
Gruver, Texas

• Bo & Bethany Stevens 
Texico, New Mexico

• Austin & Tamren Terhune 
Perryton, Texas

• Russell & Julia Williams 
Dalhart, Texas

• Zachary & Rinnell Yoder 
Dalhart, Texas

• Jacob Zatopek 
Stephenville, Texas

For the fifth year, LAND brought 
together up-and-coming farmer lead-

ers with expert industry advocates 
and professionals to work together to 
better the corn industry.

The program was designed to train 
young producers to become more 
knowledgeable of the corn industry, 
and gain insight to leadership oppor-
tunities in the agricultural industry. 
All the while, it encourages network-
ing and highlights the need for both 
farmers and their spouses to be ac-
tive advocates for agriculture. 

The organization is continually ac-
cruing a list of potential participants 
for future LAND programs. If you 
or someone you know is interested, 
email info@texascorn.org.

TCPA holds annual meeting, elects leadership
Texas corn farmers elected leader-

ship for their association at the recent 
annual meeting for the Texas Corn 
Producers Association (TCPA).

TCPA held its meeting in conjunc-
tion with its November board meet-
ing in Frisco, Texas, on Nov. 27.

At the meeting, the board and 
members discussed a number of is-
sues impacting Texas corn farmers. 
Discussions covered a number of 
topics from the 2018 farm bill to the 
upcoming Texas legislative session 
and matters impacting farmers at 
the state level.

Four board members with expiring 
terms were re-elected to serve the 
association for another 2-year term:

• Dee Vaughan, Region 1
• Daniel Berglund, Region 4
• Joe Reed of Kress, At Large
• Wesley Spurlock, At Large.
The vacant Region 5 seat will be 

voted on at the board’s next meeting.
The board also elected officers for 

the organization:
• President 

Wesley Spurlock, Sherman Co.
• Vice President 

Charles Ring, San Patricio Co.

• Secretary/Treasurer 
Jim Sugarek, Bee Co.

Joe Reed of Swisher County, who 
has served as the association’s presi-
dent for the past two years, rolled off 
the officer rotation. 

These officers and board members 
work together to advocate for Texas 
corn farmers in D.C. and Austin. Ad-
ditionally, they work with elected offi-
cials on a variety of issues from farm 
program implementation to crop in-
surance to property and water rights.

Farmers face many issues in 2018
Looking back on 2018, there were 

no shortage of issues facing the Tex-
as farmer. 

Fortunately, by the close of the year, 
a farm bill did make it across the fin-
ish line. Unfortunately, with the gov-
ernment shutdown as the new year 
began implementation of the new bill 
has been at a standstill. As move-
ment is made on the new bill, stay 

connected with TCP for pertinent in-
formation as you make your program 
decisions for the coming year.

Beyond the farm bill, ethanol was 
another prominent issue on the 
federal stage. Though the ethanol 
market isn’t out of the crosshairs of 
other interests, there is hope on the 
horizon. E15 parity - making the 
higher blend of fuel with ethanol 

available year round - was granted. 
While the short-term market im-
pact for farmers is minimal in this 
regard, longterm this move holds 
the potential for market growth in 
the renewable fuel sector.

Keep informed on the latest issues 
impacting Texas corn farmers by 
joining TCPA, and staying connected 
online at www.TexasCorn.org.
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Facebook.com/TexasCorn
Flickr.com/TexasCorn
Instagram: @TexasCornProducers
Twitter: @TexasCorn
YouTube.com/TexasCorn

www.TexasCorn.org 
4205 N. Interstate 27

Lubbock, Texas 79403
806.763.CORN (2676) phone

806.762.2674 fax

Upcoming Events
Stay connected online for information on the many ag days throughout 

the state in the months of January and February.  
Visit www.TexasCorn.org for the most up-to-date list of events. 

Feb. 26-Mar. 2 | NCGA Corn Congress & Commodity Classic | Orlando, Fl.
April 1-3 | TCP Board Meetings | Austin

April 19 | TCP Office Closed in Observance of Good Friday

Support our  
Corporate Members

Learn how you can become a corporate member at 
www.TexasCorn.org

www.growersnationalcoop.com www.netafimusa.com www.pioneer.com

www.agtexas.comwww.agrible.com
www.capitalfarmcredit.comwww.attebury.com

MAILING PANEL


