
continued on p. 7 INSIDE THIS ISSUE
ke
rn
el

th
e

Fro
m

 Te
xa

s C
or

n P
ro

du
ce

rs 
Bo

ar
d 

an
d T

ex
as

 Co
rn

 Pr
od

uc
er

s A
sso

cia
tio

n

Au
gu

st 
20

18

CORNer Comments
David Gibson .................................2 
Robert Gordon ..............................2

Feedlots & Fumonisin .......................3
Crop Insurance 1, 2, 3 ......................3
The Voice: Association News

President: Joe Reed......................4
Crop Insurance, cont.......................4
Corn on Capitol Hill ..........................5
Director Spotlight: Sugarek .............6
Mycotoxin Research ........................6
Odds & Ends .....................................7
Field to Fork, cont. ............................7

Making connections across the 
dinner table

While a growing number of consum-
ers are becoming curious about where 
their food comes from, few engage with 
the farmers. However in mid-June, 
Water Grows Initiative, a partnership 
of Texas Corn Producers and the US-
DA’s Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), gave legislative staff, 
community leaders, and lifestyle blog-
gers a unique opportunity to discuss 
hot topics in agriculture with farmers 
over the dinner table.

Field to Fork, an elegant dinner held 
in the beautiful Blacklands of Texas, 
provided guests a better understand-
ing of where food comes from and the 
conservation practices used today.

The evening affair was held at the 
Schronk Family Farm in Hillsboro, 
Texas, and was hosted by Rodney 
and Susan Schronk with the help of 
their sons, Trey and Ryan. The family 
shared their knowledge of convention-
al and organic farming with food in-
fluencers and decision makers to pro-
vide a connection between them and 
the farmers who produce their food.

“This event literally brought us, the 
farmers, to the table with those who 
inform and educate the people that 
consume our products,” Rodney said.

Lifestyle blogger and media influ-
encer, Ashley Segura, said it is im-
portant to be educated as a consumer. 
As a soon-to-be mother of two, Segu-
ra is responsible for what is placed 
on the dinner table for every family 
meal, so leaving the event with the 
most accurate information was her 
ultimate goal.

“As I began my journey through the 
Schronk Family Farm, surrounded 
by fields and fields of corn in Hills-
boro, Texas, I realized that I’ve be-

come so far removed from where my 
food comes from,” Segura said.

Susan Schronk welcomed guests 
to the farm, giving them a tour of 
her personal vegetable garden. Su-
san voiced the confidence she has in 
providing her family with quality 
food from her personal garden, as 
well as local farmers markets and 
grocery stores.

“I want to serve my family food that 
is as close to the source as possible,” 
Susan said. “We are just one exam-
ple of families across the nation that 
work hard to produce highly nutri-
tious, safe products that go into our 
food supply chain.”

Her garden contained rows of 
prized tomato plants, squash and 
zucchini, which provided guests with 
a unique hands-on learning opportu-
nity. Guests were given the chance 
to see how farmers like Susan make 
the same choices as consumers about 
serving produce, and dairy products 
on the family dinner table every day.

Joining the Schronks were farmers 
from across the state associated with 
CommonGround. This grassroots vol-
unteer organization is a group of fe-
male farmers who serve as a resource 
to help consumers sort through the 
myths and misinformation surround-
ing food and farming. Jaimie Davis of 
Muleshoe, Amy Halfmann of Garden 
City, Kyla Hamilton of Shallowater, 
and Gina Sugarek of Beeville, volun-
teered at the event to share their per-
sonal experiences, as well as science 
and research.

During the evening’s affair, guests 
gained an inside perspective on how 
sustainability practices used today 
vary in regions across Texas. Help-
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CORNer Comments
Safety on the farm is a choice each 

makes: Stress. Worry. Hurry. This 
often causes some bad choices to be 
made by growers. One of my good 
friends recently was working on a 
pivot and suffered a severe electrical 
shock. Luckily, he survived, but with 
some serious injuries that have hin-
dered him in doing daily jobs on the 
farm the last few weeks and will into 
harvest. Lesson to be learned: be cau-
tious with electricity on farms. Pivots 
and grain handling equipment often 
run on high voltage and can cause se-
vere injuries or death.

Harvest accidents happen annually. 
Whether it is with the harvest equip-
ment or trucks on the road hauling 
grain, injuries occur and lives are 
lost each year. Dangers lurk around 
storage bins and grain elevators or 
augers as grain is put in bins. Always 
follow good safety practices to pre-
vent accidents while storing grain.

Harvest is a hurry up and long 
day time of the year. Take care to 
get adequate rest and not take un-
necessary risk. As one of my neigh-

bors a few years ago told me, “I 
learned to be more cautious and not 
push my body so hard when I ran a 
machine off the road while moving 
fields due to being so tired.” It cost 
him a large repair bill on a header. 
I’ve had another neighbor who took 
a chance around his combine. His 
shirt caught in a chain. Luckily in 
this case, the shirt was all that was 
lost, but he would remind all that to 
be alert around the machines.

Folks not involved in harvest who 
drive county dirt roads and farm 
to market roads often do not take 
into consideration the size of har-
vest equipment. Additionally, they 
may not be aware of what may be 
behind the heavy dust they drive 
into, and the places where trucks 
and equipment may be entering or 
exiting the highway at entrances to 
fields. Use extra caution to help pre-
vent accidents in these cases, you 
as producers know more about what 
you’re doing than those that may be 
driving those roads that are not in-
volved in agriculture.

David Gibson 
TCPB Executive Director
TCPA Exec. Vice President

A challenging year has been expe-
rienced by corn growers across the 
state of Texas, both from weather sit-
uations to market disruptions. I hope 
all have had a safe year through har-
vest or will have a safe harvest. 

Robert Gordon
TCPB Chairman
Dalhart, Texas

From a wet spring that delayed 
planting in some parts of the state to a 
blazing, dry summer for crop growth, 
the weather hasn’t shone favorably on 
many Texas farmers. However, rains 
in recent months have timed well for 
some fields that are now looking for-
ward to an above average crop if the 
course holds. While Mother Nature’s 
trials are nothing new to farmers, 
we are hopeful for an overall average 
production year statewide. 

In light of widening cases of myco-
toxin in corn last year – particular-
ly fumonisin across the High Plains, 
TCPB encourages farmers to be 
aware of potential disease loitering 
in the field. If you see the onset of 
mold in corn ears, please get in touch 
with your local AgriLife Extension 
agent and/or TCPB to begin evaluat-
ing the cause. If it looks like we may 

have another year of severe mycotox-
in issues, we want to get ahead of the 
matter and work with farms, USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency, the Office 
of the Texas State Chemist, and in-
surance agents in ensuring losses are 
mitigated for farmers.

TCPB is proactively funding re-
search toward lessening farmer loss-
es for disease. As we look ahead for 
the next fiscal year, we’re hopeful for 
the ongoing research in this arena, as 
well as further supporting the check-
off’s promotion and education efforts 
to strengthen markets for the state’s 
farmers. If there are opportunities 
for promotion, education or research 
in your region that you’d like to see 
TCPB embark on, please let us know. 
I wish everyone a safe and bountiful 
harvest season!
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Feedlots & Fumonisin
A re-evaluation of fumonisin-infested corn feeding practices

Last year’s fumonisin outbreak not 
only hurt farmers, but feedyards as 
well. With more than 96 percent of 
Texas corn production feeding into 
the livestock industry, the unexpect-
ed appearance of high mycotoxin lev-
els created chaos for the cattle, poul-
try and pork industries.

As grain trucks began dumping 
their corn at elevators and feedyards, 
fumonisin tests were indicating more 
grain than average contained signif-
icant traces of the mycotoxin fumoni-
sin. This meant the “hot” corn would 
have to be blended to meet required 
levels mandated by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) for hu-
man and livestock consumption.

According to FDA guidelines, fu-
monisin levels are set at 30 ppm in 
ruminant animal diets. This number 
was determined based off very little 
research conducted more than 25 
years ago. As a part of its research 

priorities, Texas Corn Producers 
Board (TCPB) is funding new re-
search alongside Texas Cattle Feed-
ers Association with the purpose of 
identifying the maximum fumonisin 
levels considered adequate for human 
and animal health in accordance to 
FDA recommendations.  

“Farmers face huge financial loss 
if fumonisin levels above 60 ppm are 
present in their grain,” David Gibson, 
executive director of TCPB, said. “If 
we can find a safe way to best utilize 
corn with tolerable fumonisin levels 
in it, then this could have a great 
payback for corn farmers.”

Each day, thousands of beef cat-
tle rely on corn as a source of via-
ble nutrition – but what happens 
when they consume fumonisin-in-
fested corn? Texas A&M AgriLife 
researcher, Jenny Jennings, Ph.D., 
is working to answer this question 
through TCPB-supported research. 

As an animal scientist originally 
hailing from Missouri, Jennings 
has found her passion of research 
in the hub of U.S. beef production – 
the Texas Panhandle. 

“Currently, there isn’t a lot of 
research on the implications of fu-
monisin in beef cattle’s diets,” Jen-
nings said. “It’s great that Texas 
Corn Producers is funding this re-
search and helping get information 
out to farmers.”

Jennings says the trial will con-
clude at the end of August, and at 
such time hopes to get the informa-
tion out to corn producers. Protect-
ing the Texas corn industry extends 
farther than the field. TCPB also 
wants to make sure corn continues 
to be a sustainable source of food for 
livestock – the corn farmer’s number 
one consumer.

Easy as 1, 2, 3
Three simple steps when filing insurance claims for crop loss

As some farmers step into the fields 
for harvest and others step off the 
combines for the season, TCP reminds 
them to be mindful of the steps that 
must be taken to ensure insurance 
compliance if an insured crop is im-
pacted by conditions requiring claims 
– namely aflatoxin or fumonisin.

Farmers concerned that their corn 
field has been impacted by aflatoxin 
or fumonisin, stop that engine and 
call your insurance agent! There are 
some key steps farmers need to follow 
to ensure insurance claims will be el-
igible for payment.

1. Call your agent before 
harvest, storage or sale

At the first sign of potential afla-
toxin or fumonisin impact, farmers 
should contact their insurance agent 
and file a notice of loss prior to har-
vesting the grain, putting it in stor-
age, or delivering it for sale.

Grain is considered sold if the farm-

er has accepted payment for the grain; 
however, contracted grain is not con-
sidered sold if it has not been settled.

“We realize some grain will already 
be harvested,” Myers Crop Insurance 
Agent Rachel Myers, a Texas Corn 
Producers Association corporate 
sponsor, said. “However, it’s very im-
portant to contact your agent as soon 
as possible. If a farmer proceeds with 
the sale of grain, it can potentially re-
duce their claim options and value.”

Myers encourages farmers to 
visit with their agent about their 
best options.

2. Sample collection
The insurance adjuster must col-

lect the grain sample for testing, and 
then submitted to an approved facili-
ty for testing. The adjuster will take 
care to ensure the sample is sent to 
a facility that is approved by the Of-
fice of the State Chemist for testing 
either aflatoxin or fumonisin. The 

sample taken at the elevator cannot 
be used for crop insurance claims, 
unless it is an approved facility. For 
a list of approved facilities, visit: 
bit.ly/OTSCApprovedFacilities.

3. Work with adjuster
Once an approved facility has de-

termined the mycotoxin level, the in-
surance adjuster will work through 
various discount factors allowed by 
the crop insurance policy.

As aflatoxin and fumonisin levels 
can worsen in storage under some 
conditions (high moisture), these 
losses are only insurable if:

• The grain is tested at an ap-
proved testing facility before 
being moved into commercial or 
on-farm storage; or

• The insurance adjuster re-
quests the farmer to leave a 
representative sample area of 

continued on p. 4
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A note from the President...
 Association News

FINALLY, there is a farm bill 
in conference committee. Both the 
House and Senate have named their 
conference members, and are begin-
ning negotiations to achieve agreed 
language that will then be sent to 
both the House and Senate for pas-
sage. The agricultural community 
hopes that a comprised bill will be 
completed and ready for both cham-
bers to pass before the current bill 
expires on September 30.

Much of the “buzz” around the bill 
differences has focused on the nutri-
tion title. However, there are a few ar-
eas that will require compromise be-
tween the House and Senate versions 
of the agricultural titles, including:

AREAS FOR COMPROMISE ON FARM BILL

HOUSE BILL SENATE BILL

Once again, the House struggled to 
gain the necessary votes for passage 
of the farm bill. Whether this can be 
attributed to ongoing polarized pol-
itics in D.C. or a lack of education 
and understanding the importance 
of this legislation, it’s apparent there 
is a need for the farmer’s voice on 
Capitol Hill. 

Texas Corn Producers Association 
strives to ensure the legislature is 
well aware of the farmers’ inter-
ests and needs. Membership dollars 
are what makes this possible. Are 
you a member? If not, please take 
a few minutes and join today at 
www.TexasCorn.org.

Joe Reed
TCPA President

Kress, Texas

the unharvested crop for the 
purpose of taking samples for 
testing.

Farmers should note losses not 
covered under the crop insurance 
policy include:

• Losses due to an increase in the 
mycotoxin level while in farm or 
commercial storage; and

• Losses that cannot be deter-
mined because proper testing 
was not completed.

At this point in the claims process, 
farmers with any questions should ad-
dress them to their insurance adjuster.

For further details on the claims 
process for aflatoxin or fumonisin 
losses, including discount factors, 
farmers can reference the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Risk Man-
agement Agency (RMA) updated its 
fact sheets. These documents were 
updated this summer for both afla-
toxin and fumonisin losses, and are 

available online at:
• Aflatoxin Fact Sheet: 

bit.ly/AflatoxinFS
• Fumonisin Fact Sheet:  

bit.ly/FumonisinFS 
Three simple steps can go a long 

way in mitigating risk this har-
vest season. When in doubt, call 
your agent to ensure these proper 
steps are followed to keep insured 
crops covered.

Crop insurance steps, continued from p. 3
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Corn on Capitol Hill
In the midst of uncertain times for 

American farmers, it has never been 
more important to have our voic-
es heard in Washington, D.C. More 
than 400 corn farmers from across 
the country traded in their work 
clothes for their suits, and convened 
in the nation’s capital to take on the 
issues hitting hard back home.

Corn Congress

The National Corn Growers Asso-
ciation (NCGA) hosted its biannual 
Corn Congress in conjunction with 
its action team meetings at the Cap-
itol Hilton, July 16-19. Beginning 
Monday morning, eight action teams 
met to begin discussion on a variety 
of topics ranging from consumer en-
gagement to risk management. 

Texas Corn Producers had five rep-
resentatives on action teams this year:

• Lindsey Bowers, of Inez, served 
on the Consumer Engagement 
Action Team

• Aaron Martinka, of Buckholts, 
served on the Risk Manage-
ment Action Team

• Charles Ring, of Sinton, served 
on the Corn Productivity & 
Quality Action Team as a rep-
resentative of the Aflatoxin Mit-
igation Center of Excellence 

• Jim Sugarek, of Beeville, 
served on the Corn Productivity 
& Quality Action Team

• Chad Wetzel, of Tom Bean, 
served on the Freedom to Oper-
ate Action Team 

With their colleagues from peer-
states, these action teams guide 
many programs managed by NCGA. 
After two full days of round table 
discussions, hearing from guest 
speakers and creating proposals to 
submit to the Corn Congress, the ac-
tion teams adjourned.

On Wednesday morning, NCGA 
President Kevin Skunes gaveled 
in the Corn Congress. During this 
meeting, the congress ratified Iowa’s 
Kevin Ross to serve as the 2018-2019 
First Vice President, elected five new 
members to the board, and voted on 
changes to NCGA’s Policy and Posi-
tion Papers. The Corn Congress ad-
journed for Hill visits Wednesday 

afternoon and Thursday morning, 
before reconvening on Thursday af-
ternoon. 

During the last session, the Corn 
Congress heard reports from vari-
ous task force, action teams, the U.S. 
Grains Council, and honored Sen. 
John Hoeven (R-ND). During this 
session, outgoing officers of the Corn 
Board gave their final remarks.

Chairman of National Corn Grow-
ers Association and Texas Corn Pro-
ducers Board Member Wesley Spur-
lock, gave his final remarks to the 
association. Spurlock spoke about 
the progress he saw in the organiza-
tion, as well as himself. He reflected 
on the friendships he made, the ac-
complishments the board made, and 
the faith he has in the new leader-
ship of NCGA.

“The corn industry will continue 
on under great leadership,” Spur-
lock said. 

TCPA on Capitol Hill
During the Corn Congress, Texas 

Corn Producers Association (TCPA) 
sent representatives to Capitol Hill 
to meet with members of Congress, 
committee staff, and agency admin-
istrators to discuss policy directly 
affecting our state. These meetings 
focused heavily on risk manage-
ment programs in the progress-
ing farm bill, impacts of uncertain 

trade and tariffs on our producers, 
the latest information on legislation 
regarding the agricultural guest 
worker program, and staffing issues 
in county offices of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA).

In the middle of a busy week full 
of hearings and committee meetings 
for Capitol Hill, TCPA had the op-
portunity to speak one-on-one with 
Chairman Brady, House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means; Chairman 
Conaway, House Committee on Ag-
riculture; Chairman Session, House 
Committee on Rules; as well as Reps. 
Jodey Arrington and Henry Cuellar.

TCPA will continue to work with 
our Texas representatives and 
their staff to fight for better policy 
for our producers. 

Get Involved
Not yet a member of TCPA? Visit 

www.TexasCorn.org to sign up! Your 
membership supports advocacy with 
your representatives and govern-
ment agencies! In addition, TCPA 
has resources for you to write your 
representative and urge them to sup-
port farmers.

Follow us on social media for the lat-
est information on government affairs, 
and learn how you can get involved!

Five Texas representatives on the 
conference committee for the farm bill:

Chairman Mike Conaway 
Texas’ 11th Congressional District

Representative Jodey Arrington  
Texas’ 19th Congressional District

Representative Jeb Hensarling 
Texas’ 5th Congressional District

Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Texas’ 30th Congressional District 

Representative Filemon Vela 
Texas’ 34th Congressional District
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TCPB doubles down on mycotoxin mitigation efforts
After a tough corn harvest in 2017, 

due in part to a flare up of fumonisin 
levels around the state, Texas Corn 
Producers Board (TCPB) amped up 
its research efforts around helping 
farmers mitigate mycotoxin risk.

Through this effort, Wenwei 
Xu, Ph.D., and Jason Woodward, 
Ph.D., worked closely with the 
TCPB Research Committee to de-
sign a study primarily focused on 
the observation of corn hybrids in 
relation to fumonisin resistance, 
and fungicide treatments.

This experiment is taking place 
in four locations around the state: 
Bushland, Corpus Christi, Halfway 
and Lubbock.

“Something that makes this re-
search project so special is the in-
volvement of Texas producers,” Xu 
said. “Sitting down to design this 
project with the research committee 
gave us the opportunity to select pop-

ular corn hybrid seeds that producers 
are growing in Texas.” 

While conducting seed trials is 
not a new concept, it is traditionally 
funded by seed companies wanting 
to see how their products fair in cer-
tain locations.

Xu’s research will look at corn with 
and without BT traits. The 26 hybrid 
seeds selected for this study were 
coded to mask identities of the seed 
and seed company. An additional four 
seed hybrids were designed by Xu to 
be used as common checks

Xu said the turnaround from con-
ception to implementation was quick, 
but his team was still able to pre-
pare and plant on time. Currently, 
his team at Lubbock is in the middle 
of heavy data collection – looking for 
signs of insects, ear rot, fumonisin 
and other signs of damage.

This research also looks at two 
other objectives focused on individu-

al hybrid performance and effects of 
fungicide treatment on the accumula-
tion of fumonisin. In addition to the 
30 hybrids being evaluated by Xu, 
Woodward has an additional 100 hy-
brids being examined in this part of 
the research.

Both researchers acknowledged the 
dry, hot, windy summer most of Tex-
as has experienced; Woodward said 
this weather pattern has set up crops 
for stress, making them potentially 
more susceptible to fumonisin.

Harvest for the Lubbock exper-
iment station is expected to take 
place toward the beginning of Sep-
tember. After harvest, Xu antici-
pates further data collection, such as 
fumonisin sampling, will conclude in 
mid-October. 

The board is hopeful this research 
will yield results with cost-effective 
solutions, saving producers money in 
the end.

Director Spotlight: Jim Sugarek
Texas Corn Producers Association 

(TCPA) welcomes Jim Sugarek to 
the board. 

Jim, a sixth-generation Texas farmer 
from Beeville, Texas, was appointed to 
the board of directors this past spring.

“I’m honored to be asked to be a part 
of the organization and to have the op-
portunity to represent corn farmers 
across the state,” Sugarek said. 

Sugarek was born and raised in 
Beeville on his family’s farming 
operation. Upon completing high 
school, Sugarek pursued higher ed-
ucation at Texas A&M and obtained 
a bachelor’s degree in agricultur-
al systems management. Today, he 
grows corn, cotton, milo, and wheat 
with the help of his wife, Gina, and 
daughter Samantha. 

Jim is no stranger to the corn indus-
try and is very active on the local, state, 
and national levels. Following his par-
ticipation in the association’s leader 
program, Sugarek found the need to 
get further involved in the industry. 

“I started off on National Corn 
Growers Association’s Action Teams, 
and enjoyed learning about how 

farm policy is made and how it all 
trickles down to a real personal level 
for producers.”

As Jim grows his role with TCPA, 
he looks forward to advocating, in 
Austin and on Capitol Hill, the in-
terests and concerns of corn farmers 
across the state.

“There are so many things that 
are common to the various regions 
of Texas and even though the board 
members farm in different areas, 
we all have things in common, like 
goals,” Sugarek said. “I’m excited to 
be a part of such a great organization 
and to be able to meet my goals by 
representing not only the state, but 
local producers, too.”

Jim currently serves on the NCGA 
Crop Production and Quality Action 
Team. This year he will also step 
into the role of TCPA’s delegate to the 
Southwest Council of Agribusiness.

In addition to being an agricultur-
al advocate, Sugarek is also very ac-
tive in his community where he is a 
co-owner of the Blue Ribbon Country 
Store, a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Beeville, and a member of 

the Texas Ag Finance’s Young Lead-
ers Council.

Sugarek says he is honored to be 
elected, and looks forward to contrib-
uting to both the association and the 
agricultural industry.

Jim Sugarek
TCPA Board Member

Beeville, Texas
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ing bridge the gap, the farmers fur-
ther explained how they adjust their 
growing practices to acclimate to 
weather conditions, soil types, and 
the landscape of the area they farm 
in to be the best possible stewards of 
their land. Guests also gained knowl-
edge on ways farmers are working to-
gether to conserve water, manage soil 
health, and provide more with less to 
feed our growing population. 

The sunset dinner took place in the 
Schronk’s corn fields where guests 
dined on cuisine exclusively produced 
in Texas. Once guests arrived, they 
enjoyed one-of-a-kind appetizers and 
conversed with farmers about how the 
food ultimately ends up on their forks. 

Proceeding the cocktail hour, 
guests moved to the big tent where 
they experienced a tasteful dinner 
prepared by Chef Gerard Thompson, 
from Rough Creek Lodge and Resort. 
Chef Thompson provided guests with 
a unique dining experience, using 
his choice of locally-sourced ingredi-
ents, highlighted by his innovative 
interpretations and culinary talents.

Stacey Garska Rodri-
guez, a food influencer 
and motherhood blogger, 
said the most important 
part of being a consum-
er is to do your own re-
search and go straight to 
the source if possible. 

“Despite the phenom-
enal food, what truly 
stood out was the edu-
cation we received on 
where our food comes 
from and what exactly 
goes into getting it from 
the field to the table,” Ro-
driguez said. 

As guests enjoyed the main course, 
Rodney Schronk shared the impor-
tance of educating consumers about 
where their food comes from and how 
it is grown. Through sharing person-
al experiences, as well as research, 
he said farmers like himself have the 
chance to aid consumers in sorting 
through the myths and misinforma-
tion surrounding food origins and 
sustainable farming practices. 

Trade “aid” leaves behind wounded Texas corn farmers

“I really want to commend the 
Texas Corn Producers and the US-
DA-NRCS for bringing us all to the 
table to have these important conver-
sations,” Rodney said. “I hope more 
farmers and commodity groups get 
on board and we start seeing more 
events like this around the country.”

Field to fork, continued from p. 1

In response to the trade aid pack-
age released by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) this month, 
Texas Corn Producers Association 
(TCPA) President Joe Reed issued 
the following:

“The aid package announced by 
USDA not only fails to offer a glim-
mer of relief to Texas corn farmers, 
but is an insult to their hard work 
and livelihoods that have suffered 
gut-wrenching blows from the Ad-
ministration’s ongoing disruptions 
to the trade market.

Hit by drawn out North American 
Free Trade Act (NAFTA) discus-
sions, tariffs were a knock back that 
was further insult to injury many 
Texas farmers were enduring.

Further compounding the frac-
ture to Texas farmers’ livelihoods 

is the severe drought that gravely 
impacted corn acres across the state 
– leaving 2018 production in sham-
bles. With little production to show 
for the 2018 crop due to unfavorable 
weather, Texas farmers stand to lose 
even more as USDA slights them the 
‘aid’ promised by the Administration 
for its actions that have left the corn 
market in turmoil.

We knew all along this ‘aid’ wasn’t 
meant to make farmers whole, but a 
mere penny per bushel is a slap in 
the face to our farmers working to 
make ends meet to provide a quality, 
affordable food source for consum-
ers in America and abroad. National 
Corn Growers Association provided 
USDA an analysis showing a $.44 
per bushel impact on corn from trade 
disruptions - an effort that evidently 

fell on deaf ears.
Though the news of a potential 

trade agreement with Mexico is 
promising, we are disappointed 
in what little has been done to aid 
those taking the sword for trade 
negotiations in our country. Our 
farmers want to be treated fairly in 
the market place and have a market 
that works so their farm businesses 
can grow.”

TCPA and its farmer members’ 
continue to voice preference for 
strong trade markets rather than aid 
for the blow the agricultural mar-
ket has suffered. TCPA continues 
to advocate on behalf of the state’s 
corn farmers. Find out more on the 
association’s efforts by following the 
organization on social media or vis-
iting www.TexasCorn.org.
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Braden Gruhlkey, Randall Co.

Mark Howard, Hartley Co.

Todd Kimbrell, Hill Co.

Aaron Martinka, Milam Co.

Larry Mason, Dallam Co.

Joe Reed, Swisher Co.

Charles Ring, San Patricio Co.

Wesley Spurlock, Sherman Co.

Jim Sugarek, Bee Co.

Max Swinburn, Castro Co.

Bart Thoreson, Sherman Co.

Dee Vaughan, Moore Co.

Jimmy Wedel, Lubbock Co. 

Bruce Wetzel, Grayson Co.

Steve Yoder, Dallam Co.

Directors

David Gibson 
Executive Director

Angie Martin 
Industry Affairs Director

Shannon Neuenschwander 
Finance Director

Paul Montgomery 
Member Development & Education Director

Stephanie Pruitt 
Communications Director

Bryce White 
Producer Relations Director

Whitney Stephens 
Clerical Assistant

Hope Huneke 
Communications Assistant

Staff

Facebook.com/TexasCorn
Flickr.com/TexasCorn
Instagram: @TexasCornProducers
Twitter: @TexasCorn
YouTube.com/TexasCorn

www.TexasCorn.org 
4205 N. Interstate 27

Lubbock, Texas 79403
806.763.CORN (2676) phone

806.762.2674 fax

Upcoming Events
Sept. 21 | Southwest Council of Agribusiness Meeting | Lubbock

Oct. 24-25 | South Texas Farm & Ranch Show | Victoria
Nov. 26-28 | TCP Board Meetings | Frisco
Nov. 27 | TCPA Annual Meeting | Frisco

Nov. 27-29 | Amarillo Farm & Ranch Show | Amarillo

Visit www.TexasCorn.org for the most up-to-date list of events.

Support our  
Corporate Members

Learn how you can become a corporate member at 
www.TexasCorn.org

www.growersnationalcoop.com www.netafimusa.com www.pioneer.com

www.agtexas.comwww.agrible.com
www.capitalfarmcredit.comwww.attebury.com

MAILING PANEL


