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Irrigation’s economic impact

16,000
jobs at
stake

Water supports more
than merely the crops

BY KEVIN WELCH

kevin.welch(wamarillo.com

There are several reasons to keep the irriga-
tion pumps running on the High Plains — abour
16,000 jobs and more than $1 billion of econemic
benefit.

That’s what a Texas Tech University report re-
leased Wednesday says,

“While $1.6 billion of economic impact is
directly attributable to the production of crops
from irrigation, we can conservatively estimate
that as that money moves through the local
economy, it gencrates an additional $2.5 billion
per year of indireci economic activity,” according
to the report.
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All those jobs and money
only come from what it takes
to get 8 crop te market and
sold, said Darren Hudson,
who led the study from
which the report is based.
He is director of the Cotron
Economic Research Institute
and holds the Larry Comb-
cst Chair in  Agricultural
Competitiveness  ai Texas
Tech.

The cstimares don't ac-
count for effects such as
the enhanced tax bases of
schools and towns, boosts to
rural population, and rural
residents spending disposable
mcome in Amarillo.

Farming  thar  requires
added  water accounts  for
4.5 percenr to 8.5 percenr of
the economic activity of the

arca, Hudson said Wednesday
ar the Amarillo Farm and
Ranch Show ar the Amagillo
Civic Center, during a panel
discussion about water,

Irrigation uses abour 90
percent of  groundwater
pumped in the region, while
towns and cities use 4 percent
o 6 percent, according 1o re-
gional water plan data.

The city of Amarille’s sit-
vation illusirates irs inreresr
in keeping irrigated crops
going and conserving the
water in the Ogallala Aqui-
fer rhat's used on farmland.

Some of the city’s goals in-
clude preserving the regionat
economy and cooperation
with ag industry initiatives,
Deputy City Manager Jarrer
Arkinson said a1 the panel
discussion.

On once hand, the ciry has

invested  in o businesses b
Flilimar Clicese and Pagilie
Cheese, which  process  the
end products coming  fron
cows thar cat o lor ol feed
grown m ivigared  felds
== reason o hope irrigation
remaing viable.

On e other hund, the vty
vwns 293,000 acres of waler
vights and is o 40 percem
parter in the Canadian River
Municipal  Whaer  Auchoriny
thar owns 207,000 acres o
water vighis, plenty of mcen-
five o prevend the watering
from getting vul of hunid.

The study shows the po-
rential Tmpact of tueening olf
the pumps.

T don't wani ko be o it
fHigh Phoos when ihey sl
the (coum) gius dowin” sund
Zach Brady, @ Tubbwek an
ney witl water faw exgerivog s



